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TRIPOLIS'IN YERI, ONEMi VE KisA TARiHi

Bahadir DUMAN*

Tripolis antik kenti I¢ Bati Anadolu Bélgesi'nde Denizli ili, Buldan ilcesi, Yenicekent mahallesi sinirlari igerisinde
yer almaktadir. Lykos/Ciiriiksu Vadisi'nin kuzeybati ucundaki kentin kamu ve sivil mimariye ait kahntilari, vadi-
ye hakim bir tepenin giiney yamacinda yaklasik 3 km” lik bir alana yayilmaktadir (Fig. 1).

Kentin konumu ile ilgili en erken bilgileri antik donemin tarihgileri ve cografyacilari verir'. Kentin konumlandig
bolgenin antik donemde Lydia sinirlar igerisinde yer aldigini isaret eden ilk bilgi Herodotos (VII. 30) tarafindan
verilmistir. Plinius (nat. V. 29), kenti Lydia sinirlarina dahil eder. Kentin Lydia sinirlar: icerisinde oldugunu be-
lirten bir bagka yazar Hierokles'tir (synek. 669, 4). Farkl bir goriis olarak Tripolis'in Karia sinirlari icerisinde yer
aldigini bildiren antik yazarlar da bulunur (Ptol. geogr. V.2.18); Kent Sibylla metinlerinde Maiandros (Menderes)
yanindaki Tripolis olarak geger (Orac. sibyl. V.321).

Bircok farkli metinde basta Lydia olmak iizere Karia ve Phrygia sinirlar igerisine de dahil edilen Tripolis'in bu
muglak konumu adi gegen her ii¢ bdlgenin kesisim noktasinda yer almas: nedeniyle farkl yazarlar tarafindan
farkli bélgelerde degerlendirilmistir. Konumlandirmalar arasindaki farklarin en 6nemli nedeni ise donemler ara-
sindaki sinir degisiklikleri ile ilgili olmalidir. Nitekim Tripolis bir donem Sardeis Conventus'unda yer alirken, bir
baska belgede Apameia Conventus'u igerisinde yer alir. Antik Dénem'de dag, gol, irmak gibi gesitli cografi olu-
sumlarin sinirlarin belirlenmesinde etkin oldugu diisiiniiliirse Maiandros'un kuzeyinde yer alan Tripolis'te Lydia
sinirlar icerisinde yer almis olmahdir. Roma Donemi'ne tarihlenen bir yazitta yer alan Maiovin Tpinoig ifadesi
kentin Lydia sinirlarinda oldugunu gosteren en onemli yazili belgedir® Son yillarda Tripolis'te gergeklestirilen
arkeolojik kaz1 calismalarinda tespit edilen birkag yazitta da kentin Lydia bolgesi sinirlari icerisinde olduguna
dair 6nemli verilere ulasilmistir (Fig. 2).

Antikkentte bilimsel anlamdakiilk tespitler 17. yy'inortalarindan itibarenbolgeyiziyaretedenseyyahlartarafindan
yapilir. Bu calismalar yiizeyde goriilebilen antik yapilara ait kalintilar hakkinda sinirh bilgiler icermektedir. 1993,
2007-2009yillar1arasinda Denizli Muze Miidiirliigii Baskanhigindakisadonemlerdekazi calismalari veyiizey aras-
tirmalariyapilmus?, 2012 yih itibariyle bu makalenin yazarinin baskanhigindakazi calismalar giiniimiizde de devam

ettirilmektedir®.

Tripolis'in Lydia Bélgesi'nde stratejik ve jeopolitik anlamda oldukga 6nemli bir noktada konumlandigin gosteren
en énemli veri, ticaret yollarimin gegis giizergahinda yer almasindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Pergamon/Bergama,
Germe iizerinden gelen ticaret yolu Thyateria, Sardeis, Philadelphia giizergihindan, Tripolis, Hierapolis ve
Laodikeia’ya dogru devam eder.

* Dog. Dr., Pamukkale Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Béliimii, Klasik Arkeoloji Anabilim Dal, 20070 Kinikli — Denizli.
1 Strabon XIII. 4. 4. 169. Plinius, NH, V, XXIX; Hierokles Synekdemos, 669, 4 Ptolemaios V. 2. 18. Oracles Sibylline V, 321.

2 Ramsay 1887, 357; 1890, 134.

3 Smith 1678, 245 vd.; Chandler 1969, 194 vd.; Hamilton 1837, 34 vd.; Ramsay 1887, 357; Ramsay 1890, 134.

- Ceylan 1995, 159 vd.; Atik — Erdem 2002, 1 vd.; Atik — Erdem 2004, 9 vd.; Erdogan — Cortiik 2009, 107-138; Erdogan 2011, 328-347.
5 Duman 2013, 179 vd.; Duman 2014 a, 41 vd,; Baysal — Duman 2014, 633 vd.; Baysal — Duman 2015, 563 vd.
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Tripolis Arastirmalari

1. Biiyuk Hamam

2. Tiyarro

3. Tiyatro Hamam

4. Erken Bizans Kilisesi 3
5. Kutsal Alan (Devlet Agorasi)
6. Geg Roma Agoras:

7. Granarium

B. Stituniu Cadde

9. Hierapolis Caddesi

10. Kemerli Yap:

11. Erken Bizans Kilisesi 2
12. Mozaikli Villa

13. Bizans Surlan

14. Stadyum

15. Yukari Kale

Fig. 1 Kent Plani / City Plan

Tripolis'in bir kent olarak gegmisi bircok aragtirmaci tarafindan Hellenistik Dénem'e dayandirilsa da, kentin

dogu ve giineydogusunda yer alan Hamam biikii ve Akkaya (Yenice) Hoyiikte gerceklestirilen yiizey aragtirma-

larinda elde edilen arkeolojik materyal Tripolis'in konumlandig: alandaki im izlerini iti
aki yerl ¢ - Erken
Kalkolitik Donem’e (MO 5500) dayandigini kanitlamaktadurs. : B S eolitl - Lk

(T T x 2 . v S
Tripolis'in yakin gevresindeki erken déneme ait yerlesim alanlar: icin bu kitap igerisinde E, Konake¢i 'nin makalesi $nemli tespitler icermektedir.
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Tripolis Aragtirmalar

Helenistik Dénemde Apollonia ismj jje -
L LR “Sflreli olarak Triumyir \i:m- --‘\
Antonius'un MO 41'de Kiciik Asya'ya Yaptig .
yaret esnasinda Antoniopolis olarak “didl‘nduiiﬁ .\
olimasina ragmen [. Trium\'irljgin MO 36+ tlinds
dagilmasimin ardindan Marcus Antonijys |

»)
OI1r 1} K

ten ayrilmustir bu siirecte kentin ismi de desis
mis olmahidir. Imparator Augustus Dénem;
itibaren ise burada basilan otonom S]‘I\'i\t"}gj‘\"&;.
anlagilacagr tzere kentin ismi artik Tripolis'ti;
Tripolis'in de icinde bulundugu Ciiriiksu Vadi;
MO 190 yilinda Seleukoslar ile Bergama Kral);
arasinda yapilan Magnesia Savasina kadar
gimsiz kentlerden olusur. Bu savasi, Roma dest
ginde kazanan Bergama Kralligit MO 188 -
imzalanan Apameia barisiyla bélge yonetimin
ele almistir. Bergama Kralligi, III. Attalos'un
MO 133 yilinda 6liimii ve vasiyeti iizerine
Roma Imparatorlugu’na baglanmistir. R
Imparatorluk Dénemi'nde bir dénem Sardi
Conventusu’na dahil edilen kent® Flaviuslar Don
mi'nde Apameia Conventus’u icerisinde ver

Kent en ihtisamh ¢agini Roma Dénemi'nde vas
mustie. MS 1. yy'da kent 9 m. genisliginde ve vak
lagik 450 m. uzunlugundaki dogu-bati yonlii
cadde (decumanus maximus) ve bu caddeyi enine
kesen ara sokaklardan olusmaktadir. Ana cadd
nin her iki kenarinda su anki veriler dahilinde MO
1. yy'dan MS 7. yy ortalarina kadar kullanim géren konut ve diikkanlar yer almaktadir (Fig. 3). Ditkkanlarin MS
3. yy evresinde i¢ mekan duvarlari gesitli hayvan ve bitkisel siislemeli renkli fresklere sahiptir!® (Fig. 4-5). Kentin
merkezi konumunda yer alan ve dogu-bati yénlii siitunlu caddeyi boyuna kesen ikinci ana cadde kuzey- glney
yonlii Hierapolis Caddesi'dir (cardo) (Fig. 6). Ozellikle MS 4. yy'da caddenin dogu portiginin ¢atisini tasiyan si
tunlarin 6niine ve arasina kaideler tizerine yerlestirilen heykellerle olduk¢a zengin bir goriniime sahip olmustur
2013-2016 yillar1 arasinda bu alanda gerceklestirilen kazi ¢alismalarinda bulunan bir diizine heykel Tripolisi
Geg Roma Donemi'nde de oldukga 6nemli bir ekonomik gelire sahip oldugunu gésteren 6llemii verilerdendir
(Fig. 7). ki ana caddenin ¢evresinde Kemerli Yap1, Agora, Nymphaeum ve Bouleterion gibi kamu yapilarinin
yani sira sivil mimariye ait kalintilarada rastlanmustur, Epigrafik kaynaklarin yaptigi vurgu dogrultusunda inlt
evleri ile dikkat ¢eken Tripolis'te 2013 kazi sezonunda ortaya gikarilan bir konut, antik doneme ait vazitla:
dogrular niteliktedir''. Kentin giiney dogusunda kuzey- gliney aksinda uzanan bir baska caddenin kenarmda ye!
alan konut, birbirine bitisik oda ve salonlardan olusmaktadir (Fig. 8-9, Fig. 16: 12). S6z konusu mimari iki katl
olup, zemin katin iki odas: giiniimiize kadar koruna gelmis renkli tesseralardan olusan mozaik tabana sahipti
(Fig. 10-11). Bitkisel ve geometrik 6gelerin bezeme unsuru olarak kullanildigi mozaiklere sahip soz konusu ¢
M.S. 4. yy. Tripolis'te statii sahibi bir aileye ait olmaliyd.

Fig. 5 Taberna Freskleri

Kentin kurucular: ile ilgili gesitli goriisler icin bkz. Moretti 1979, 295 vd. Robert 19 L
4 » 54,241.n.2; R -501: sav 1895, 10-38; Rar
1960, 45; Jones 1971, 42; Thonemann 2003, 97-106. n.2.; Robert 1983, 498-501; Ramsay

8 Habicht 1975, 83 vd.; Ramsay 1890, 120.

9 Habicht 1975, 64 vd.
10 Duman 2017, 109-142.

11" yazit i¢in bkz. Merkelbach — Stauber 1998, 257, no. 02-10-01; Pierre 1884, 379-380.
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B. Duman / Tripolis'in Yeri, Onemi ve Kisa Tarihi =

| Fig. 6
Hierapolis
Caddesi

Fig. 7

Hierapolis Caddesi
ve Kaideler Uzerinde
Heykeller

Fig. 8
Mozaikli Konut

Scanned with CamScanner



6 Tripolis Aragtirmalar:
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Fig. 9 Mozaikli Konut Plani

Fig. 10 Mozaikli Konut Karsilama Salonu

Onemli ticaret yollar1 iizerinde yer almasi nedeniyle kentte iiretime yonelik faaliyetler tiim caglar boyunca de-
vam etmistir. Uretimin basinda dikkat cekici sayida ele gecen kemik sag igneleri ve tokalari ayn: zamanda kentin
onemli gecim kaynaklarindan birinin hayvancilik oldugunu da ortaya koymustur (Fig. 12). Bir baska onemli
tretim faaliyeti pismis topraktan yapilan kap kacaktir. Bunlarin iiretimi icin kullanilan kalip 6rnekleri Tripolis'in

sadece kendi vatandaglari i¢in iiretim yapmadigimi bunun yani sira gevre ve bolgesindeki kentler iginde onemli
bir pazar oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir (Fig. 13).
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Fig. 11
Mozaikli Konut Kiicitk Oda

S6z konusu pazar faaliyetlerinin 6nemli bir kismu giiniimiize kadar tespit edilen iki Agorada
mis olmahdir (Fig. 14, Fig.16: 6, 10). Agorada ele gecen ¢ok sayidaki sikke buluntusu kentteki ahsverisin
boyutlar: ve ticari faaliyet igerisinde bulunan kisilerin memleketleri hakkinda énemli bilgiler sunmakta-
dir. Pergamon, Smyrna, Ephesos, Tralleis, Aphrodisias, Thyateria, Philadelphia, Prymnessos, Aqtiokhcm ad
Maeandrum, Kolossai, Laodikeia, Hierapolis, Antiokheia (Pisidia), Herakleia Salbake ve Stratonikeia:
Tripolis’te bulunan sikkelerin darp edildigi kentlerden sadece bir kismini olusturmaktadir (Fig.. 15). Artt—m ni-
fusun ihtiyaglar1 dogrultusunda sehir kapilari, hamamlar, stadyum, tiyatro ve nymphaeum gibi kamu binalari
kentin diger 6nemli yapilarini olugturmaktadir (Fig. 16).

gercekles-

Kent sadece, paganizmin hakim oldugu Roma Dénemi'nde degil Hiristiyanlik tari-h.i g(_'lsmd;m ddrdnc“ﬂ’?l? veriler
sunar. MS 325'de Nicaea Konsili'nde Tripolis Piskoposluk seviyesinde temsil edilir'?. Bu siireg ile ilgili olarak
kentte su ana kadar gerceklestirilen yiizey aragtirmalari ve kazi gallsmalyarmcla bes klllse .tesp;t vrql.hn-lsrir. Bu ki-
liselerden iigiinde kismi kazi ¢alismalar siirdiiriilmiis ve Stitunlu C-radde nin kuzey .bltl..ﬂgllldc‘l\'l I'\IE!SC nin kazi ve
restorasyon ¢alismalari tamamlanmustir (Fig. 17-18). Giiney Sur‘ I\aplsmm kuuﬁymde yaklagik 13 m?’lik alanda
yer alan tugla zemin, Roma Caddesi'nin 35 cm. iist kodundadir. Pismis toprak tuglalardan yapilan bu diizenleme

12 Ramsay 1887, 357; Ramsay 1890, 134.
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Fig. 14
Kemerli Yap1
(eryptoportikus)
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Fig. 15

Tripolis'te Bulunan
Sikkelerin Darp Edildigi
Kentler.

Fig. 16
Kent Merkezini Gosteren Plan

1. Biiyiik Hamam

2. Tiyatro

3. Tiyatro Hamam

4. Erken Bizans Kilisesi 3

5. Kutsal Alan
(Devlet Agorasy

6. Geg¢ Roma Agoras:
7. Granarium
8. Siitunlu Cadde

10. Kemerli Yap:
11. Erken Bizans Kilisesi 2
g 12. Mozaikli Villa
12 13. Bizans Surlar
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Tripolis Aragtirmalar:

Fig. 18 Kilise Plam
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B. Duman / Tripolis'in Yeri, Onemi ve Kisa Tarihi 11

Fig. 19

Kilise Guney
Duvarindaki
Yazith Fresk

%

b

Tmat W LB Fig. 20
o & Kilise Kuzey

Duvarindaki

Figiirlii Fresk

Giiney Sur Kapis'ndan girildikten sonra dogu bitisikte, sinirlar1 kismen belirgin kilisenin taban dosemesidir.
Kilisenin dogu ucundaki apsiste, toren sirasinda rahiplerin oturdugu basamaklarin bulundugu yarim daire form-
lu bir synthronon yer almaktadir. Kilisenin giiney duvarinda fresk iizerinde Grekge yazit (MS 5-6. yy) (Fig. 19),
kuzey duvari iizerinde ise iki aziz betimlemesi (MS 10. yy) yer almaktadir (Fig. 20). Buluntular kilisenin cesitli
tamiratlarla 300-400 y1l boyunca kullanim gordugi yoniindedir. Tripolis'teki kilise sayisinin fazla olmasinin se-
bebi, kentin kuzeybatisi ve giineydogunda yaklasik 40 km. mesafedeki Philadelphia ve Laodikeia gibi Incil'de ad:
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Tripolis Arastirmalari

Fig. 21
Siitunlu Cadde
Bitisigindeki
Sur Duvan

Fig. 22 Yukan Kale Plam

gecen kiliselere sahip kentlerin arasinda ko-
numlanmis olmasi, yani kentin Hag giizergahi
tizerinde yer almasi ile aciklanabilir.

MS 350-400 arasinda Kiigitkk Asyadaki baz
kentlerin etrafi sur duvarn ile cevrilmistir.
Stitunlu Cadde’nin Roma Dénemi kullanimin-
da genisligi 10 m iken; olasihkla MS 400 civa-
rinda caddenin kuzeyine, traverten bloklardan,
kalinhig ortalama 3 m, gériilebilen yiiksekli-
gi yer yer 4.5 m'yi bulan sur duvari yapilarak
cadde genisligi 7 m'ye diisiirillmiistiir. Stitunlu
Caddenin bir bélimii iizerine Ge¢ Roma
Do6nemi'nde insa edilen sur duvar: iizerinde 2
adet giris kapisi bulunmaktadir. Hamam, tiyat-
ro, bouleuterion ve kilise gibi kentin belli basl:
yapilarini i¢ine alacak bicimde 2100 m uzunluga
sahip olan surlar, yaklagik olarak 230 bin m?lik
bir alan ¢evrelemektedir. ilk imarin ardindan
sur duvari ¢esitli donemlerde tamiratlar gore-
rek uzun siire kentin savunma sistemi icerisin-
de 6nemini korumugtur (Fig. 21). Tripolisliler
imar ettikleri surlarla disaridan gelen saldirila-
ra karsi onlemlerine almislardir; ancak basta
deprem gibi dogal afetler olmak iizere, kentin
planinda ve binalarinda zorunlu degisikliklere
gidilmesinin 6niine gecememislerdir.
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B. Duman / Tripolis'in Yeri, ()nemi ve Kisa Tarihi 13

Fig. 23 Yukari Kale, 1 no.lu Kule

Son yillarda gergeklestirilen arkeolojik kazilar MS 60'da meydana gelen Nero Donemi depreminin, epigrafik
kaynaklarda adi1 gegen Hierapolis, Laodikeia ve Colossai’nin yani sira Tripolis'i de etkiledigini ortaya koymustur.
Bu deprem sonrasinda kentte yeni bir imar faaliyeti baglamis ve Imparator Nero'nun bolgedeki kentlerin yeniden
yapilanmasi icin gonderdigi maddi destekten Tripolis'te faydalanmugtir'®. Kentte, meydana gelen ikinci biiyiik
deprem MS 3. yy'in ikinci yarisinda meydana gelmis, Tripolis ve Bati Anadolu'daki bircok kenti etkilemistir.
Tripolis'de bu depremin izleri arkeolojik kazilarda tarihleme agisindan olduk¢a 6nemli olan kapali kontekstler
olusturmustur. Tripolis'de siirdiiriilen arkeolojik kazilar neticesinde tespit edilen bir baska deprem MS 4. yy'da
meydana gelmis olmalidir ki bu depremin sonucunda Kemerli Yapi olarak bilinen binanin yikintilar: arasinda iki
insana ait kafatasi ve viicutlarina ait kemikler bulunmustur. Epigrafik kaynaklarin verdigi bilgiler dogrultusunda
MS 494 depreminden bolge kentleriyle birlikte Tripolis de etkilenmistir'®.

Tripolis'te arkeolojik kazilar sayesinde tespit edilen bir diger onemli veri MS 6. yy sonu - 7. yy basinda Aphrodisias,
Sardis ve Ephesos'ta da etkili olan Sasani Akinlaridir’>. 56z konusu yikici deprem ve akinlar nedeniyle kentteki
yasam MS 7. yy'dan itibaren azalarak devam eder. Bu siirecte tiim Anadolu topraklarinda oldugu gibi Tripolis'de
de kirsallasma iist seviyededir. MS 8-9. yy Tripolis’i artik belki de kiigiik bir niifusun yagadigi komedir (kdy).

MS 10. yy'da kentteki yeniden canlanma Kilise binasinin duvarlarindaki aziz betimlemeleri, farkli kazi alanlarin-
da ele gecen giinliik kullamima ait kap-kacak ve ayn1 yiizyillara tarihlenen sikkelerle desteklenebilir'e.

IIL. Hagh seferi (1189-1192) sirasinda ordusuyla Tripolis'ten gecen F. Barbarossa kenti yikik ve terkedilmis bu-
lur'?, Kentin yaslandigi dagin zirvesinde bir kisim mimarisi giiniimiize kadar saglam kalabilmis yuvarlak planh
kulenin dahil oldugu yaklasik 18000 m?lik bir alan gevreleyen kale yapist bulunmaktadir (Fig. 22-23). Nicaea/

Tripolis'te Nero Dénemi imar faaliyetlerinin en dnemli g(mtcrgelerir‘ndcn biri olan yazith ante bloguyla ilgili olarak bu kitapta F. Guizzi ve B. Yener'in
makalesi 6nemli bilgiler icermektedir.

Ramsay 1895, 38, dipnot 3 ve 262.

Ratte 2001, 145.

Duman 2014 ¢, 225-234.

Eickhoff 1977, 99.
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LOCATION, IMPORTANCE AND SHORT HiSTORY OF TRIPOLIS

Bahadir DUMAN*

The an_cient ftity t.Jf Tripolis is located within the territory of Yenicekent neighbourhood of Buldan district in
Denizli province in inner west Anatolia. Remains of public and civilian architecture of the city located in the
northwestern tip of the Lykos (Ciiriiksu) Valley spread across an area of about 3 sq.km. on the southern slope of

a hill dominating the valley (Fig. 1).

Earliest information on the location of the city is given by ancient historians and geographers®. The area where
the city is located was considered part of Lydia as noted by Herodotus (VIL.30). Pliny the Elder (NH V.29) also
places the city within Lydia. Another ancient author placing the city within Lydia was Hierokles (Synek. 669.4).
As a different opinion there are also some other ancient authors that placed the city within Karia, e.g. Ptol.
Geogr. V.2.18. Sibylline Oracles mention the city as “Tripolis by Maiandros” (Orac. Sibyl. V.321).

Karia or Phrygia by different sources and this confusion is due to its loc-
for the differences in localisation should be
part of the conventus of Sardeis for a while

Tripolis has been placed within Lydia,
ation at the junction of all three regions. The most important reason
the changes in the borders through time. Nevertheless, Tripolis was
but then in another document it is cited within the conventus of Apameia. Considering the fact that various geo-
ers, mountains, and lakes were determinative in settling of borders will lead us to
hern bank of River Maiandros was actually part of Lydia. The phrase of “Mauovin
the most important written evidence for placing Tripolis in Lydia®.
f systematic excavations undertaken at Tripolis have re-

graphic formations such as riv
think that Tripolis on the nort
Tpimohic” in a Roman period inscription is
Some inscriptions uncovered recently in the course o
vealed important data regarding the location of the city within Lydia (Fig. 2).

The first identification and scientific remarks on the ancient city came from travellers as early as the mid-seven-
teenth century?; however, these works contain only limited information on visible remains of antiquity. Denizli
Museum Directorate conducted short-term excavations and surveys in 1993, 2007-2009*, and in 2012 the author

of this article initiated excavations, which still continue®.

nce indicating the strategical and geopolitical location of Tripolis rises from its loc-

The most important evide
on trad mon and Germe extends via Thyateira, Sardeis and

on trade routes. The trade route coming from Perga

ripolis, Hierapolis and Laodikeia.

te the origins of Tripolis as a city back to
e ( ys at Hamam Biikit and Akkaya

the Hellenistic period, archaeological
(Yenice) Hoyiik located to the east and
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18 Tripolis Aragtirmalar

southeast of the city indicate human settlement in this area since the Late Neolithic — Early Chalcolithic period

(5500 BC)®.

The city was founded in the Hellenistic period under the name of Apollonia’. Then for a short period of time, sh
was called Antoniopolis after the visit of Marcus Antonius to Asia Minor in 41 BC; however, as the First Triumvirate
was dissolved in 36 BC and Marcus Antonius left it the city’s name should have changed in due course. Starting
with the reign of Augustus (27 BC — AD 14), as inferred from the autonomous coins struck here, the city was thep,

called Tripolis.

The Ciiritksu Valley, where Tripolis is located, housed independent cities until the Battle of Magnesia between
Seleucids and the Pergamene Kingdom in 190 BC. Pergamene Kingdom won this battle with the support of
Rome and with the Apameia Treaty signed in 188 BC the region came under the Pergamene rule. When Attalos
111, the last king of Pergamon, bequeathed his kingdom to Rome in 133 BC the region came under the Roman
rule. During the Roman Imperial period the city was part of the Conventus of Sardeis® for a while; then, she be-
came part of the Conventus of Apameia during Flavian period®.

The city had her high times during the Roman period. In the first century AD, the city had a main east-west
street (decumanus maximus) of 9-m-width and alleys intersecting with it at right angles. The main street was
flanked by houses and shops, according to evidence available at hand for the time being, from the first century
BC through the mid-seventh century AD (Fig. 3). The interior walls of the shops were decorated with frescoes
depicting various animals and floral motifs in the third century AD (Figs. 4-5)'°. The second main street (cardo)
intersects with the east-west Colonnaded Street in the city centre and it is called the Hierapolis Street (Fig. 6).
Particularly in the fourth century AD, Hierapolis Street had a grand look with the statues erected on postaments
before the eastern colonnade. A dozen of statues was uncovered in the course of excavations conducted here
from 2013 to 2016 and this evinces the high economic level of the city in the Late Roman period (Fig. 7). Around
these two main streets are the public structures such as Arched Building, Agora, Nymphaeum and Bouleuterion
as well as civilian structures. In 2013 a residence was uncovered and its splendour seems to evince the houses
praised in the epigraphic sources*!. This house is located in another north-south street in the southeastern sec-
tor of the city and it comprises adjoining rooms and halls (Figs. 8-9, 16: 12). The structure was originally two-
story and two of the rooms on the ground floor has well-preserved polychromatic floor mosaics (Figs. 10-11).
This residence housing mosaics featuring floral and geometric compositions should have been the home of a
prominent family of Tripolis in the fourth century AD.

Production activities continued through ages as the city is positioned on trade routes. Hair pins and clips of
bone, which have been uncovered in high quantities, indicate that animal husbandry was one of the important
income items of the city (Fig. 12). Another important item of production is pottery vessels. Mould examples
uncovered indicate that the Tripolitan production did not target local consumption only but also marketed its
products to the cities in the vicinity (Fig. 13).

A significant part of the market activities should have taken place at the two agorae identified to date (Figs.
14, 16: 6, 10). Numerous coins uncovered at the Agora reveal information regarding the dimension of trade
and commercial activities in the city including the origins of the traders. Some of the cities trading at Tripolis
attested from coin finds include Pergamon, Smyrna, Ephesos, Tralleis, Aphrodisias, Thyateira, Phiadelphia,
Prymnessos, Antiokheia ad Maeandrum, Kolossai, Laodikeia, Hierapolis, Antiokheia (Pisidia), Herakleia

to E. Konaker's article in this book, which contains important evidence regarding the early settlement areas in the vicinity of Tripolis.

founders of the city see, Moretti 1979, 295 ff.; Robert 1954, 241 n. 2; Robert 1983, 498-501; Ramsay 1895, 10-38; Ramsay
Thonemann 2003, 97-106.
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ke and Stratonikeia (Fi :
ial:]:haea built acc;rde:: é[;)gt}::)n O;herflmpof"tan.t public structures are city gates, baths, stadium, theatre and
Y! eeds of the city, Increasing in parallel to the increasing population (Fig. 16).

Not only for the pagan Roman peri ;

g Eirsl):(Ecumenli)cagl = S hsld :tdl\lT)illi;izliz i(\);) t;;;mT‘:els olf_ Christianity the city offfers important clues. At
five churches have been identified in the city via surve);s arnilcjioe;sc;ftirepre’sfinmd T’t ]t:IShOIFriC II:?“?I”- . datij

i ons. I

partially and th'e Churcl} located to the north of the Colonnaded Street was entirsfyzxzas::eda;fd :;’t’oi’:;a(":i:&
17-‘18). The brick ﬂoorm'g of about 13 sq.m. to the north of the South City Gate lies at 35 cm above the Roman
permfi street level. Entering through the South City Gate this flooring of terra cotta bricks right on the east side
constitutes the floor of' the church, whose limits are partially discernible. In the apse at the eastern end of the
structure are the remains of a semi-circular synthronon where the clergy sat during the masses. The fresco on
the .south wall of the church has a Greek inscription of the fifth-sixth centuries AD (Fig. 19) and two saints are
depicted on th.e north wall (tenth century AD) (Fig. 20). Finds indicate that the church remained in use for three
to four centuries through repairs. The reason for the high number of churches is the fact that Tripolis lies on the
route between Philadelphia to the northwest and Laodikeia to the southeast, both of which are among the Seven
Churches mentioned in the book of Revelation; that is, the city was on the pilgrimage route.

About AD 350-400 some cities in Asia Minor were encircled with fortifications. The Colonnaded Street ori-
ginally had a width of 10 m during the Roman period but when the fortification wall was built about AD 400
on the north side its width fell to 7 m; the wall measures 3 m thick on the average and its visible height reaches
4.5 m at places. This fortification wall has two gates and a length of about 2100 m encompassing the major
public structures such as the baths, theatre, bouleuterion and church within an area of 230,000 sq.m. After the
first construction, the walls were repaired and maintained remaining in use for a long time (Fig. 21). Although
Tripolitans managed to take cautions against adverse attacks by building fortifications around the city they were
not able to guard their city from the natural catastrophes like earthquakes above all and thus they had to modify
the urban plan and structures.

Archaeological excavations conducted in the recent years have shown that Tripolis was also affected from the
earthquake in AD 60 during the reign of Nero alongside Hierapolis, Laodikeia and Kolossai, which are men-
tioned in the epigraphic sources. Following the concerned earthquake new construction started in the city and
Tripolis also made use of the funds sent by Nero for the rebuilding of the devastated cities in the region'*. The
second big devastation by earthquakes took place in the second half of the third century and along with the cities
in West Anatolia Tripolis was also razed to ground. This earthquake led to the formation of closed contexts that
facilitate dating in archaeological excavations. Another earthquake attested in the course of excavations must
have taken place in the fourth century AD; skulls and bones of two adults from this catastrophe were uncovered
in the debris of the Arched Building. According to the epigraphic sources Tripolis was also devastated from the
earthquake of AD 494 like all the other cities in the region.

d at Tripolis is the evidence for the Sassanian raids of the late sixth — early
Aphrodisias, Sardeis and Ephesos®. As a result of the concerned

ined starting in the seventh century AD. In this process, like in the
lis. In the eighth-ninth centuries AD Tripolis was perhaps

Another important historic clue atteste
seventh century AD, which are known from
earthquakes and raids, the life in the city decl
rest of Anatolia, ruralisation was at high levels at Tripo
only a kome (village) with a small population.

The revival of the city in the tenth century may be attested from the frescoes depicting saints on the walls of the
church, daily use wares and coins of the same period uncovered in various trenches?®.

2 Ramsay 1887, 357; Ramsay 1890, 134.
- the anta block with inscription concerning the rebuilding activities during the reign o

s book.

f Nero in Tripolis see the article by F. Guizzi and B. Yener
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F. Barbarossa saw the city abandoned and in ruins when he passed by it on the Third Crusade (1189-1192)". There
is a fortress encompassing an area about 18,000 sq.m. including the circular tower partially extant at the top of
the mountain, on whose foot the city is located (Figs. 22-23). This fortress was commissioned by John Doukas
(1) Vatatzes, Byzantine Emperor of Nikaia (1222-1254), because it was an outpost on the way to Philadelphia in
the north®. In this period, Tripolis changed hands a few times between the Turks and the Byzantines in the first

half of the thirteenth century. Turkish hegemony over Tripolis/Yenice and environs started in 1304-1306 with
the Germiyan Emirate',
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