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on the archaeology and history of ancient Lydia. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: Map of Lydia and neighbouring areas in western Asia Minor (S. Patacı, 2017). 
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Preliminary remarks on archaeological evidence  
on ancient trade in Lydian Tripolis 

 
Bahadır Duman 

 
Dr Bahadır Duman (Pamukkale University, Denizli) 

Pamukkale Üniversitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakültesi, Arkeoloji Bölümü, A Blok, Kampüs, TR-20160 Denizli, Turkey. 
Phone:+90.533.305 59 84; e-mail: <bahadirduman@yahoo.com>. 

 
The present study assesses the finds from archaeological excavations at Tripolis (fig. 1), a border 
city of Lydia, spanning a time range from Early Roman Imperial period to the end of Late 
Antiquity. The most important data establishing the connection with trade is the production 
density and existence of the required raw materials attested at the city.  
Tangible finds such as textile, bone, stone and terracotta unearthed in the course of last four 
years at Tripolis have not only shown that the city prospered via trade but also revealed the 
correlation between trade routes through Tripolis. 
 
Key words: Lydian Tripolis, early Roman period, late antiquity, archaeological evidence, ancient 
trade. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: A colonnaded street and shops in Lydian Tripolis. 


