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Sillyon Antik Kenti ve Cevresi Yiizey Arastirmasi 2009

Surveys in and around the Ancient City of
Sillyon in 2009

Elif OZER — Murat TASKIRAN

Sillyon antik kenti ve gevresi yiizey arastirmasinin ilk
sezonu Kdltir ve Turizm Bakanhgi, Kiiltir Varliklar ve
Miizeler Genel Mudurliigi’'nin izni ve Pamukkale
Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma Projeleri (BAP) Birimi ile
Suna — Inan Kirag Akdeniz Medeniyetleri Arastirma
Enstitlisi’niin (AKMED) maddi katkilariyla 2009 yilinda
gerceklestirilmistir*.

Perge’yi 12 km. kadar Side yoniinde gegince solda yol-
dan 5 km. iceride, Antalya Ovasi'na hakim 223 m. yuk-
sekliginde genisce bir plato lzerinde kurulan Sillyon,
Antalya ili, Serik ilcesine bagli Yankdy yakininda yer alir
(Res. 1). Sillyon’dan s6z eden ilk seyyahlar Texier (C.
Texier, Asie Mineure, Paris 1890) ile Spratt-Forbes'tir
(T.A.B. Spratt ve E. Forbes, Travels in Lycia Milyas and the
Cibyratis I, 1847). Daha sonra Lanckoronski kent planini
¢ikarmis (K. Lanckoroniski, Pamphylia ve Pisidia Kentleri.
Pamphylia. S. Bulgurlu (gev.), 2005), 1960’larda Bean
tarafindan Sillyon tanitilmis (G. Bean, Tirkiye'nin Giiney
Kiyilar. S. Cokay (cev.) 1997) ancak, ilk sistematik yiizey
arastirmasi 1995-1997 yillari arasinda Kiipper tarafindan
gerceklestirilmistir (M. Kiipper, Landliche Siedlungplitze
in Sillyon”, Lykia 1l, 1995; “Sillyon. Vorbericht tber die
Arbeiten 1995”, AA 1996; “Sillyon. Research Work
1995”, AST XIV.2, 1996; “Sillyon, Beriht Uber die
Arbeiten 1996”, AST XVI.2). 1997’de McNicoll,

* Kultlr ve Turizm Bakanlig, Kiltir Varliklart ve Mizeler
Genel Miidirligii'ne, Pamukkale Universitesi Bilimsel Arag-
tirma Projeleri (BAP) Birimine, Suna — inan Kira¢c Akdeniz
Medeniyetleri Arastirma Enstitisi’'ne (AKMED), Yukarikoca-
yatak Belediye Bagkani Enver Aputkan’a, BIM Akdeniz Bolge
Bayiligine, Belek Belediye Baskani Yusuf Mecek ve Baskan
yardimcisi F. Yilmaz’a, Kadriye Belediye Bagkani ismail
Sahin’e tesekkir ederiz. Bakanlik temsilcimiz Erzurum Koru-
ma Kurulu’'ndan E. Tun¢’a ve Pamukkale Universitesi Arkeo-
loji Bolimi 6grencileri M. Kog, U. Yabanci, N. Diindar, H.
Dénmez ve O. Tiitiincii'ye burada yeniden tesekkiir etmek
isteriz.

The first campaign of surveys in and around the ancient
city of Sillyon was carried out in 2009 with the permis-
sion issued by the General Directorate of Museums and
Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
Financial contributions of Pamukkale University Scientific
Research Projects Unit and Suna & Inan Kira¢ Research
Institute on Mediterranean Civilizations (AKMED) were
also greatly appreciated*.

Twelve kilometers past Perge in the direction of Side and
five km. inland from the highway, Sillyon is located on a
wide plateau rising 223 m. above the sea level and
dominating the Antalya plains. It lies within the territory
of Serik ilcesi of Antalya Province (Fig. 1). Sillyon is first
mentioned by travelers such as Texier (C. Texier, Asie
Mineure, Paris 1890) and Spratt and Forbes (T.A.B.
Spratt - E. Forbes, Travels in Lycia, Milyas and the
Cibyratis 1, 1847). Then the city’s map was drawn by
Lanckororiski (K. Lanckororiski, Pamphylia ve Pisidia
Kentleri, [transl. S. Bulgurlu] 2005). In the1960’ Bean
mentioned the site (G. Bean, Tirkiye’nin Giiney Kiyilari,
[transl. S. Cokay] 1997). However, the first systematic
survey was conducted by Kipper from 1995 to 1997
(M. Kipper, Lindliche Siedlungplitze in Sillyon”, Lykia
I, 1995, “Sillyon. Vorbericht iber die Arbeiten 19957,
AA 1996, “Sillyon. Research Work 1995”7, AST XIV.2,

* In addition, we would also like to thank the General Directo-
rate of Museums and Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture
and Tourism; Pamukkale University Scientific Research
Projects Unit; Suna & inan Kirag Research Institute on Medi-
terranean Civilizations (AKMED); Mr. Enver Aputkan, the
mayor of Yukarikocayatak; BIM Mediterranean region dis-
tributorship; Mr. Yusuf Mecek, the mayor of Belek, and his
assistant F. Yilmaz; Mr. [smail Sahin, the mayor of Kadriye.
Our thanks are further extended to the state representative E.
Tung of Erzurum Regional Board for Natural and Cultural
Heritage; and to the students M. Kog, U. Yabanci, N. Diindar,
H. Dénmez and O. Tiitiincii.
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Res. 1 Sillyon, genel goriiniim
Fig. 1 Sillyon, general view

Sillyon’daki kuleleri 6nceki arastirmacilara kiyasla detay-
landirarak ele almistir (A. V. McNicoll, Hellenistic
Fortifications from the Aegean to the Euphrates, 1997).
2007 yilinda Varkivang akropolisteki pencereli
Hellenistik yapi hakkinda bir yayin yapmistir (B.
Varkivang, “Zum Fenster des sog. Helleniistichen Baues
in Sillyon”, Adalya X, 2007).

2009 sezonunda, oncelik kentin nekropoliine verilmis
ve akropolisin kuzey, kuzeybati ve giineybati yamaci
sistematik olarak taranmistir. Bu alanlara poligon nokta-
lari atilmig ve Ulke koordinatlarina vyerlestirilmistir.
Galisma siiresince Sillyon icinde 116, gevresinde yapilan
sistematik alan taramasinda 32 olmak tizere toplam 148
buluntu envanterlenmistir. Sillyon ¢evresindeki yerlegim-
ler icinde dncelikle Yankoy ile Asar olarak adlandirilan
Yankoy’e bagli Kocagozler Mahallesi ve Tekkekdy’tin
arastirilmasina agirlik verilmistir.

Kentin glineybati yamacinda basladigimiz ¢alismamizda
ilk buluntu (Sil09/01) iki odali bir mekan olup, daha
erken tarihli bloklarin (devsirme) kullaniimasiyla insa
edilmistir (Res. 2). Ustiinde hatil yuvalari olan ve moloz
taslarla 6riilmis duvarlarda kiremit katkili harg kullanil-
mistir. | no./lu odanin giiney duvarina, Gst kismi kavislen-
dirilmis nis islenmistir. Selcuklu ya da daha ge¢ dénem
yapist olmahdir.

Nekropol, kentin giineybati, kuzeybati ve kuzey yama-
cinda olup, mezarlar genelde khamosorion tipindedir.
Oryantasyon olarak dogu-bati, kuzeydogu-giineybati,
kuzey-giiney yonleri tercih edilmis, bazen de arazinin
topografyasina gore belirlenmistir. Khamosorion tipi
mezarlarin; toprak Ustiinde kalan ¢ogunun soyuldugu,
kapaklari devrildigi ve kirildigr icin nasil ortildikleri
hakkinda kesin bir fikir sahibi olmak zordur. Ancak tespit

SURVEY REPORTS

Res. 2 Sil09/02 no.lu ge¢ dénem mekani
Fig. 2 Room from the later periods (Sil09/02)

1996, “Sillyon, Bericht iber die Arbeiten 1996”7, AST
XVI.2). In 1997, McNicoll studied the towers quite in
detail (A. V. McNicoll, Hellenistic Fortifications from the
Aegean to the Euphrates, 1997). In 2007 Varkivang pub-
lished the buildings with windows on the acropolis (B.
Varkivang, “Zum Fenster des sog. hellenistichen Baues in
Sillyon”, Adalya X, 2007).

The 2009 campaign gave the priority to the necropolis
and the north, northwest and southwest slopes of the
acropolis were surveyed systematically. Polygonal points
here were marked in the country map. During the cam-
paign, a total of 148 finds were recorded (116 within
Sillyon and 32 from the environs). Among the settle-
ments nearby, YankOy, and its adjacent settlements of
Kocagozler, Asar and Tekkekoy were given priority for
exploration.

Our first find on the southwest slope of the city was a
two-roomed building (Sil09/01) built with reused earlier
material (Fig. 2). The walls built with rubble have holes
for relieving beams and the mortar has brick crumbs. On
the south wall of room 1, is a niche with curved top. It
likely belongs to the Seljuk or later periods.

The necropolis lies on the southwest, northwest and
north slopes and contains burials mostly of the chamoso-
rion type. Their orientation is usually east-west, north-
east-southwest, north-south, or sometimes according to
the topography. The chamosorion type graves visible and
accessible above the ground were robbed and damaged,
thus their cover style is not known clearly. However, it
was seen from the extant examples that some were cov-
ered with lids having shallow triangular pediments, or
with a single monolithic slab, or with multiple limestone
slabs (Figs. 3-5).
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Res. 3 Sil09/60 no. lu mezar kompleksi
Fig. 3 Burial complex (5il09/60)

edilen orneklerde bazen basik tiggen alinlikli bazen de
monolit blyiik bloklarla tek parca halinde bazen de iki
ya da daha fazla diizgin kesilmis kiregtagi blokla kapa-
tildig1 gozlemlenmistir (Res. 3-5).

Sillyon cevresindeki arastirmada Yankoy’e, Yankoy’e
bagli Kocagozler mahallesine ve Tekkekdy ile buraya
bagli Kepez mevkiinde devsirme kullanilan mimari plas-
tik parcalar ve Sillyon’dan getirilen eserler tespit edilmis-
tir. Sillyon’un yaklasik 2 km. kuzeyinde ve Tekkekoy'lin
dogusunda Kepez mevkii olarak adlandirilan yerde bir
kale yerlesimi tespit edilmistir. ilk buluntu ana kaya {ize-
rine islenmis bir mekan olup (Sil09/A.24), ana kayanin
bati cephesine; Ustiinde 2 adet kare hatil yuvasi olan bir
nis islenmistir. Bu kisimdan merdivenlerle Gst kisma ¢iki-
lir. Ana kayanin giiney cephesi diizlestirilmis ve bir kori-
dor yaratilmistir. Koridorun kuzeyinde birbiri ile baglan-
tisiz iki oda bulunur. Dogudaki odanin iginde bir adet
sarnig vardir (Res. 6). Diger buluntu bir kaledir
(Sil09/A.25). Yiksek bir tepe Ustline kurulmus ve geg
dénemlerde de iskan gérmistir. Gineyde bazi kisimlar
sarp ve ulasima imkan vermedigi icin dogal haliyle bira-
kilmistir. Diger kisimlarda ise surlar biylk bloklarla
poligonal teknikte orilmustir. Yerlesimin merkezinde
bazi kisimlari ana kayadan oyulmus biyiik ve birbirine
baglantili pek ¢ok mekandan olusan bir yapi kompleksi
vardir. Gineyde buyuk bir giris kapisi bulunur. Girigin
bati arka kisminda ana kayadan iglenmis 12 basamakli
bir merdiven vardir.

Sillyon cevresindeki calismamiz Antalya’ya 38 km.
mesafedeki Tekkekoy’de devam etti. Yankdy’e giden yol
sapagindan kuzeye dogru ¢ikilarak ulasgilalan koyde Bali
Baba Turbesi olarak adlandirilan mekan ve cevresindeki
mezar taglari belgelenmistir. Burasinin erken donemler-

Res. 4 Sil09/91 no.’lu khamosorion tipi mezar ve sunu gukuru
Fig. 4 Chamosorion and offering pit (Sil09/91)

As indicated, our surveys around Sillyon covered Yankéy,
and neighboring Kocagézler, Asar and Tekkekdy, as well
as its Kepez area. Reused architectural sculpture pieces
and other works brought from Sillyon were noted. A
fortified settlement was identified at Kepez located east
of Tekkekéy and about 2 km. north of Sillyon. The first
find is a room cut into the bedrock (Sil09/A.24); a niche
with two square holes for beams above is seen on the
west face of the bedrock. Here stairs lead up. The south
face of the bedrock is smoothed and a corridor is
formed. There are two independent rooms to its north.
The east room contains a cistern (Fig. 6). The other find
is a fortress (Sil09/A.25) located on top of a high hill.
Evidence indicates that it was also inhabited in later peri-
ods. Some sections on the south are inaccessible and
steep, thus left untouched. In other parts the walls were
built with large blocks in polygonal technique. In the
center of the settlement is a large complex with multiple
rooms, some parts of which were cut into the bedrock.
There is a large doorway on the south. A flight of 12 steps
is cut into the bedrock to the west rear of this doorway.

Surveys around Sillyon continued at Tekkekéy located 38
km. from Antalya. It is reached by continuing north from
the turn to Yankdy. Bali Baba Tiirbesi and the tombstones
around it were recorded. It is seen that this Tirbe served
as a sacred site since very early periods. The Tiirbe is
located next to a water spring and earlier materials were
reused in its construction.

In our surveys at Yankdy to the northeast of Sillyon, we
identified 13 pieces of architectural sculpture reused in
the walls of the village houses. There were two sarcoph-
agi, three altars, three column drums, one architrave
with a parapet fragment and three Corinthian column
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Res. 5 Sil09/75 no.lu mezarin gizimi
Fig. 5 Drawing of the tomb (Sil09/75)

den itibaren kutsal bir alan olarak kullanildigi anlasila-
bilmektedir. Tlrbe bir su kaynagi yanindadir ve erken
donem malzemeleri devsirme olarak kullanilmistir.

Sillyon’un kuzeydogusundaki Yankdy'de yapilan arastir-
mada bir kismi evlerin duvarlarinda devsirme olarak
kullanilmig toplam 13 mimari plastik eser tespit (2 lahit,
3 adet altar, 3 siitun tamburu, bir arsitrav ve parapet
parcasi ve 3 adet Korinth siitun baghg) tespit edilmis,
Yankoy’iin 15 haneli Kocagdzler Mahallesi’nde de 9 eser
envanterlenmistir.

Bu sezon kentte seramik ylizey arastirmasi gerceklestiril-
di ve 1.O0. 6. yy. sonundan, Osmanli Devri'ne kadar
tarihlenen 214 parca seramik toplandi. Arastirmada
bulunan 6nemli seramik pargalarindan biri Kirmizi Figiir
krater parcasidir. Attika hamurundan bu ithal krater par-
casi muhtemelen gec Arkaik-erken Klasik Cag’a (i.O.
500-490/80) tarihlenmektedir (Res. 7).

2009 arastirmasinda Sillyon’da 4, cevresinde ise 5 adet
yazit tespit edilmistir. Giineybati nekropolde tespit
edilen Sil09/Inc.32 envanter numarali yazit bir lahit
kapaginin egimli ylizeyindedir ve 6 satirlik ¢ok iyi
okunabilmektedir (Res. 8). Aur. 6n adindan dolay: lahit
kapagi I.S. 212 Constitutio Antoniana’dan déncesine
tarihlendirilemez. Cevirisi: “Krateros oglu Au(relius)
Krateros, Kenotaphion’u heniiz hayattayken kendisi,
karisi Aur(elia) Nike ve cocuklari Aur(elius)llaros ve
Aur(elius) Krateros icin yaptirdi” yazmaktadir. Kuzeybati
nekropolde tespit edilen diger yazit mermer bir postament
tstiindedir (Sil09/Inc.70) ve in situ degildir. 27 satir eski
Yunanca yazit bulunan kaidenin st tarafinda 4 adet
kenet yuvasi vardir. Diger iki yazit (Sil09/Inc.4, Sil09/
Inc.5) kentin bati kisminda duvar Ustiinde devsirme

SURVEY REPORTS

Res. 6 Sil09/A.24 no.lu 2 odali ve sarnigli mekan Kepez mevkii

Fig. 6 Building with two rooms and a cistern at Kepez mevkii
(Sil09/A.24)

capitals. Nine more items were recorded at Kocag6zler
quarter of Yankoy.

In this campaign, intensive surveys were done at the site
for collecting pottery, 214 pieces were picked, dating
from the late 6" century B.C. until the Ottoman period.
One important piece belonged to a red figure krater. This
imported shard is possibly dated to the late Archaic —
early Classical Period (500-490/80 B.C.) (Fig. 7).

Four inscriptions were identified at Sillyon and five in the
surrounding areas. The inscription with inventory (Sil09/
Inc.32) is found on a sarcophagus lid in the southwest
necropolis and this six-line inscription is quite legible
(Fig. 8). Due to the praenomen “Aur, this lid cannot be
dated before the Constiutio Antoniana of A.D. 212. It
reads as, “Aur(elius) Krateros, son of Krateros, had this
kenotaphion made while he was still alive for himself, his

Res. 7 Kirmizi Figiir krater pargasi
Fig. 7 Krater fragment with red figure decoration
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Res. 8 Sil09/32 no.lu yazitli lahit kapagi
Fig. 8 Inscribed sarcophagus lid (Sil09/32)

kullanilmistir. Yerli halk tarafindan Demir Kapi denilen
kisimda bulunan her iki yazitta da 3 satir iyi okunabilen
eski Yunanca yazit tespit edilmistir.

Yankoy'de koyliler tarafindan yerinden sokilip getiril-
mis, 6n cephesinde 14, arka cephesinde 9 satir yazit
bulunan bir altar tespit edilmistir (Sil09/A.Inc.03). Ust
kisminda kenet yuvasi bulunmakta, kaidesi hargla
tutturulmustur ve Ulzerinde mavi boya gorilmektedir.
Bu yazit Yrd. Dog. Dr. N. Gokalp tarafindan yayina
hazirlanmaktadir.

SURVEY REPORTS

wife Aur(elia) Nike and their children Aur(elius) Illaros
and Aur(elius) Krateros”. Another inscription identified
in the northwest necropolis is found on a marble posta-
ment (Sil09/Inc.70) which is not in situ. The inscription
is 27 lines long and the postament has four clamp holes
on its top. The other two inscriptions (Sil09/Inc.4 and
Sil09/Inc.5) are reused in a wall in the west part of the
city. Both of these legible inscriptions are three lines long
and are found at a site locally known as Demirkapi, i.e.
Iron Cate.

There is an altar at Yankdy, brought there by villagers. It
bears an inscription of 14 lines on its front side and 9
lines on its rear side (Sil.09/A.Inc.03). There is a clamp
hole on its top, the base is fixed with mortar and there
are traces of blue paint. This inscription is currently
studied by Asst. Prof. Dr. N. Gokalp for publication.
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