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The Role of Media in
Turkish-Greek Relations

TURK-YUNAN ILISKILERINDE
MEDYANIN ROLU
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From Cybele to Aba Sultan
Cultural Heriatage Aizanoi

KYBELE'DEN ABA SULTAN’A KULTUREL MIRAS AIZANOI

Kutayha that has a life and tradition
of civilization from thousands of years
resembles fairly an open-air museum.
In Aizanoi Ancient City Excavations
which was carried out in Cavdahisar
district in Kutayha very important
information about the joint history of
Turkish-Greek was obtained. Aizonai
Ancient City having about five-year
history contains within itself many
buildings particularly the Temple of
Zeus which is one of the world’s best
preserved examples. The walls of the
Temple of Zeus have been unearthed
in Aizonai Ancient City called as
“Second Ephesus” with its cultural
structure by the art circles. On these

walls and some tombstones stamps of
Turkish people that were believed to
settle here in 13th and 14th century
have been determined. The temple

of Zeus contains much information
belonging to thousands of year such
as; Greek inscriptions belonging to
the first construction period just like
a newsmonger, the crosses belonging
to the period of Christianity and lastly
drawings holding daily lives indica-
tions of Cavdar people that settled
here in 13th and 14th century.

Prof. Dr. Elif Ozer who is an aca-
demic member of the Department of
Archaeology in Pamukkale University
is at the head of the excavations team.

Binlerce y1l éncesinden gelen bir
yasam ve uygarlik gelenegine sahip
olan Kutahya, adeta bir acik hava
miizesini andirtyor. Kutahyanin
Cavdarhisar ilcesinde gerceklestirilen
Aizanoi Antik Kenti Kazisrnda
Turk-Yunan ortak tarihine iliskin cok
onemli bilgiler elde edildi.

Yaklasik 5 bin yillik gecmise sahip
Aizanoi Antik Kenti, basta diinyanin
en iyi korunmus orneklerinden biri
olan Zeus Tapimnag1 olmak tizere
bircok yapiy1 ierisinde barindiriyor.
Kulttrel yapisiyla sanat cevreleri
tarafindan “lkinci Efes” olarak
adlandinlan Aizanoi Antik Kentinde

ortaya ctkarilan Zeus Tapimagl

duvarlarinda ve baz1 mezar taslar1
ustunde 13. ve 14. ytizyilda buraya
yerlestigi dusuntilen Ttrklerin
Tamgalan tespit edildi. Zeus
Tapinagy; ayakh bir gazete gibi ilk
yapilis donemine ait Yunanca yazitlar,
ardindan Hristiyanlik donemine

ait haclar ve son olarak 13. ve 14.
yuzyilda buraya yerlesen Cavdarlar'in
gunliik hayatlarina dair izler barindan
cizimlerle binlerce yila ait pek cok
bilgiyi iceriyor.

Kazilar1 gerceklestiren ekibin

basinda Pamukkale Universitesi
Arkeoloji Bolimi Ogretim Uyesi
Prof. Dr. Elif Ozer bulunuyor. Ozer,
gerceklestirilen kazilarda Turk —




Prof. Dr. Elif Ozer mentioned about
the information related to the joint
history of Turkish-Greek found in the
excavations. She said: “Aizanoi is one
of the beautiful examples in terms of
being placed of ancient age and Turk-
ish culture on the ancient fabric. The
temple of Zeus is a good example for
this joint culture. On the one margin
of the temple’s wall there are ancient
Greek inscriptions written for the
construction of the temple and the
help to the Emperor Hadrian and on
the other margin of the wall there are
Turkish lovers with their lute. As a
result Aizanoi as a cultural heritage is
a common heritage of all mankind.”

Excavations at Aizanoi having a long
history of excavations have contin-
ued at intervals since 1970s. The
excavation carried out by German
until 2010 was given to Pamukkale
University by the ministry of culture
and tourism from the year 2011.
Aizanoi is a magnificent city both
with many buildings that are still
solid and Turkish fabric that are still
alive. So these magnificent features
carry visitors to the back. According
to archaeological findings the major-
ity of the structures in the city belong
to the Roman Period.

Aizanoi is a Phrygian city and so it is
the country of the mother goddess

Yunan ortak tarihine iliskin bulunan

bilgilerle ilgili Prof. Dr. Elif Ozer, su

bilgileri aktardr: “Aizanoi hem antik
cag hem Turk donemi kultirtntn,
antik doku ustune yerlestirilmesi ve
hala yasamin devam etmesi ile guizel
orneklerden biridir. Zeus Tapinagy,
bu ortak kultire verilebilecek iyi
bir ¢rnektir. Tapmak duvarinim
bir kosesinde tapmagm insasi ve
Imparator Hadrianusa yardim i¢in
lan Grek zitlar, bir diger
kosesinde ise elinde kopuzu ile Turk
asiklar yer almaktadir. Sonu¢ olarak
zanoi kulturel bir miras olup tim
insanhgin ortak mirasidir.”

Uzun bir kazi gecmisi bulunan

Ai deki kazilar, 1970’lerden
itibaren araliklarla devam ediyor.
2010 yihna kadar Alman arkeologlar
tarafindan ytirutulen kazi 2011
yilindan itibaren T.C. Kulttr
ve Turizm Bakanhi tarafindan
Pamukkale Universitesine verildi.
hem cogu saglam kalan pek
apist ile hem de hala yasamin

devam ettigi Turk yerlesimiyle

adeta gecmise t
kent. Arkeolojik buluntulara gore en
i gintimtizden yaklasik
bes bin y1l dncesine gitmekle birlikte
bugtin kentte gortlen yapilarm buytik

kismi Roma Donemi'ne ait.




ARCHEOLOGY

Cybele. The sacred place in Aizonai
built for Cybele and worshiped by
name Meter Steunene can still be seen
today. Besides, there are still 2 round
presentation area where the tauroboli
ceremony in Cybele cult was per-
formed. According to the survey in
2012 and information received from
the local people it has been observed
that this tradition has still continued
by turning into a woman namely Aba
Sultan even if it has another name
and another conviction. Aizonai peo-
ple prayed at this hill for Cybele two
thousand years ago and two thousand
years later across this hill Cavdarhisar
people prayed to Aba Sultan for rain
and they also dedicated victims.

The only Temple of Zeus in Anatolia
The other building in Aizanoi is the
Temple of Zeus constructed in AD
1th century. This is the only Temple
of Zeus which is today solid with its
vaulted ground floor in Anatolia. The
temple has eastwards and westwards
and today the west acroterium has
been still seen solidly. The downstairs
of the temple which is surrounded
with lon order and columns can

be come down a ladder. It is also
provided to go down the downstairs
with a similar wooden ladder by

the priests in antiquity. While some
people believe that the downstairs is
for the goddess Cybele, some think
that it is only dedicated to Zeus and it
is a place where the treasure is stored
with an archive.

In 2012 season in the south of the
temple area excavation was made in
order to find traces of settlement in

a later period. Moreover the horses
made for Zeus in the east of the tem-
ple were excavated and a bread plate
was found belonging to A.D. 6th-7th
century. During these dates this area
was also sacred in the Christian era
not for Zeus.

Aizanoi Theatre- Stadion Complex is
the only example in the ancient world
known up to now thanks to being
built on the same axis and having a
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common stage building. In 2012 this

theatre entered into the Provincial
List of UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage through this feature.

Traces of life beyond beliefs

For security reasons a scientific exca-
vation couldn’t be carried out apart
from Amazon sarcophagus which
was uncovered as a result of illegal
excavations in southern necropolis
with regard to the burial ceremony

in the city. Therefore excavations
were centered in the northern
necropolis of the city between the
years 2012-2014. After the fragments
of gravestones on the territory were
found, excavations were started in
the north of the theatre in 2012.
Ozer explains the reason why the
excavations were carried out in the
north of the theatre like that: “First,
the presence of fragments belonging
to the tombstones would indicate the
presence of a necropolis. Secondly,

it is reasonable that there was a
necropolis very close to the theatres
in ancient age because the god
Dionysus is a chthonic god (about the
underground) being related to both
theatre and death and as a result of
the excavations some sounds slowly
began to come under the ground. We
have found the graves of Aizanois and
the people who were buried here al-
though they were not from here. We
think that here should be a necropolis
(cemetery) belonging to middle and
lower sections of Aizanoi according

Aizanoi, bir Phrygia kenti, dolayisiyla
ana tanrica Kybele'nin de yurdudur.
Aizanoi'de Kybele icin yapilan ve
Meter Steunene adu ile tapmim goren
kutsal alan bugtin hala gortilebiliyor.
Kybele kultiinde taurobolium
torenlerinin yapildigr 2 adet yuvarlak
sunu alani bugtn hala yerinde. 2012
yilinda yapilan arastirmada yore
halkindan alinan bilgilere gore burada
hala ama baska bir isimle ve baska
bir inancla da olsa bir kadina; yani
Aba Sultan’a dontiserek bu gelenegin
devam ettigi gozlemleniyor. Bir
tepede iki bin y1il énce Kybele icin
yakarislar yapan Aizanoilulular; iki
bin yil sonra kars: tepede yagmur
icin Aba Sultan’a dua eden, kurbanlar
adayan Cavdarhisarlilar.

Anadolu’da bilinen tek Zeus Tapinagt
Aizanoi'deki bir diger yap1 MS.

1. ytizyilda insasi baslatilan Zeus
Tapmagrdir. Bugtin Anadolu’'da
tonozlu alt kati ile saglam kalan,
bilinen tek Zeus Tapmnagrdir. Tapinak
dogu bat yonunde olup, bati akroteri
tapmagm 6n kisminda saglam

sekilde bugtin hala gorulebiliyor. Ton
duzeninde ve tek bloktan islenen
sttunlarla cevrelenen tapmagmn alt
katina bugtin ahsap bir merdivenle
inilebiliyor. Antik Cag'da tapmak
rahipleri tarafindan benzer bir ahsap
merdiven ile alt kata inis saglandigt
tahmin ediliyor. Alt katin aslinda
tanrica Kybele icin adandigim
dusuntinler olmakla birlikte sadece
Zeus'a adandigini ve buranim bir

arsiv ile hazinelerin saklandig: alan
oldugunu kabul eden gortsler de
bulunuyor.

2012 sezonunda tapimak alanin
giineyinde, daha gec donemlere

ait yerlesimin izlerini bulmak
amaciyla kazi yapildi. Tapmagin
dogusunda Zeus icin yapilan altarda
da kaz1 gerceklestirildi ve M.S. 6. -

7. yuzyillara ait bir ekmek muhri
bulundu. Bu alanmn bu tarihlerde

de Zeus icin olmamakla birlikte
Hristiyanlik caginda da kutsalligimnin
devam ettigini gosteriyor.

Aizanoi Tiyatro - Stadion Kompleksi
ise ayni aks tizerine insa edilmesi

ve ortak bir sahne binasina sahip
olmast ile antik ¢ag dunyasinda
simdiye kadar bilinen tek 6rnektir.
Bu ozelligiyle 2012 yihnda Unesco
Dunya Kulturel Mirast Gegici
Listesine de girdi.

Olumden sonra yasam inancinin izleri
Kentin oli gomme adetlerine dair
daha 6nce giiney nekropolisteki
kagak kazi neticesinde ortaya
cikarilan Amazon lahdi disinda
bilimsel bir kaz1 guvenlik nedenleri
ile gerceklestirilemedi. Bu nedenle
kazi cahismalar1 2012-2014 yillar
arasinda kentin kuzey nekropolisinde
yogunlasti. Toprak tizerinde mezar
taslarina ait parcalarm bulunmasiyla
tiyatronun kuzeyindeki alanda 2012
yilinda kazi calismalarina baslandi.
Kazinin tiyatro alaninin kuzeyindeki
alanda yapilmasinin nedenini ise Ozer
soyle anlauyor: “Ilki, burada toprak
uzerinde mezar taslarina ait parcalarin
bulunmast; bir nekropolis’in varhgini
isaret ediyordu. Tkincisi ise antik
cagda tiyatrolarin cok yakinlarinda
nekropolis'in olmast makuldur ¢tinki
tanr1 Dionysos hem tiyatro hem de
olumle ilgili kithonik (yeralu ile ilgili)
bir tanrdir ve kazilar neticesinde
topragin altinda yavas yavas sesler
gelmeye basladi. Aizanoilular

ve burali olmadig: halde buraya
gomuldugunu dustnuldugimuz
insanlarin mezarlarini tespit ettik.

3 yillik kazi sonucuna gore burasi



to a 3 year excavation results. Most of
the tombs are simple earthen tombs.
The earliest burial began in B.C. 2nd
century and continued until A.D. 4th
century.

According to the excavation results

it is obtained that the burial was car-
ried out in the BC mid-1st century,
namely between BC 50s and AD 50s.
It has been observed that between
these dates there was an increase
burial of normal body namely in

the inhumation after the cremation
(burning bury). It was determined
that this tradition had begun since BC
2nd century and continued until the
Roman period.

In 2014 a tomb was found and in this
tomb there were terra-cotta (earth-
enware), the head of Attis, a bronze
pyxis and a metal stellate necklace
with its rope, candles in bowls. It has
been determined that the skeleton in
the tomb belonged to a woman in 25
years old. According to the findings
the tomb dating from a time period
between BC 50 and Tiberius Period
likely belongs to a nun of the Cybele
that was an important cult in Aizanoi.
In another tomb in 2013 two female

skeletons were found. A terra-cotta

mask was found on the side of a Aizanoi'un daha orta ve alt kesimine

tomb. Firstly it was thought that ait bir nekropolis (mezarlik) olmali
the skeleton was a man and soldier diye dusuntyoruz. Mezarlarin cok
but later Assoc. Prof. Dr. Handan buytik bir kismu basit toprak mezarlar
Ustindag made an examination olup, en erken gomu M.O. 2.
and informed that there were two yuzyilda baslamis ve M.S. 4. ytizyila
skeletons and they belonged to kadar devam etmistir.”
women. According to information Yapilan kazilar sonucunda elde
edilen bilgilere gore M.O. 1. yiizy1l
ortalart yani M.O. 50’ler ve M.S.

50'ler arasinda defin gerceklestirildigi

given by Ozer; they saw the mask in
the soldiers’ tomb and this mask was
used as a cult of the dead in Roman
period. Therefor the mask was in the anlasiliyor. Bu tarih araliginda
women’s tomb, it was a surprising

situation.

The world’s first exchange
Macellum

Also in the excavations a round cult
area called as Macellum was built in
AD 2nd century. Maceullum means
meat and fish market. The Ceiling
Price Decree which was published
by the Emperor Diocletinaus for the
fight inflation in AD 4th century was
scratched on the blocks of this round
building in Greek and Latin. Thanks
to this round building we can learn
that a day wage of an artist was 150
denarii, a lawyer’s fee per complaint
was 250 denarius and a day wage of a
mason was 50 denarius.

kremasyon (yakarak gommek)

sonrasinda ise normal ceset gomu
yani inhumasyonda artis gortldugi
gozlemlenmistir. Aizanoi'da bu adetin
M.O. 2. yiizylldan baslayarak, Roma
donemine kadar devam ettigi tespit
edilmistir.

2014 yilinda bulunan bir mezardan
Terrakotta (pismis toprak), Attis

bast, bronz bir pyxis ve icinde ipi

ile metal y1ldiz biciminde bir kolye,
kase icerisinde kandil ¢ikarilmistir.
Mezardaki iskeletin cinsiyeti ise 25
yaslarindaki bir kadina ait oldugu
tespit edildi. Buluntulara gore MO.
50 ile Tiberius Dénemi arasinda

bir zaman diliminden kalma mezar
biytk olasilikla Aizanoi'da énemli bir
kult olan Kybele'nin bir rahibesine
ait.

ARKEOLOJI

2013 yihnda bulunan bir diger
mezarda ise 2 kadimn iskeleti tespit
edildi. Birinin yuzu tstunde bir adet
terakotta mask bulundu. Iskeletin
once bir erkek ve asker oldugu
dusunuldi fakat antropolog Doc. Dr.
Handan Ustundag tarafindan yapilan
incelemede iki iskelet oldugu ve bu
iskeletlerin kadimlara ait oldugu bilgisi
verildi. Ozer'in verdigi bilgiye gore;
Roma Doneminde ol kulti ile ilgili
olarak kullanilan mask, askerlerin

mezarlarinda da karsilastiklan fakat
bir kadina ait mezarda bulunmasinin

sasirtict oldugu yonunde.

Diinyanin ilk borsast
Macellum

Kazilarda ayrica; M.S. 2. ytizyilda
Macellum adinda yuvarlak bir kult
alani insa edilmis. Macellum; et ve
balik pazar anlamina geliyor. M.S. 4.
yuzyilda Imparator Diocletinaus'un
enflasyonla miicadele icin cikardigy
Tavan Fiyat Kararnamesi hem Grekce
hem Latince olarak bu yuvarlak
yapinin bloklarma kazilmis. Burada
bir ressamin gunliik ticretinin 150
denarius, bir avukatin sikayet basina
tcretinin 250 denarius, bir duvar
ustasinin gunluguniin 50 denarius
oldugunu ogrenebiliyoruz.
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