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TOMBS WITH MONUMENTAL COLUMNS
IN THE OLBA REGION

Bilal SOGUT"

OZET

Daglhik Kilikia'da Olba bélgesindeki mezarlar, farkh tiplerde ve ivi korunmus
drmekler oldugu igin, en gok aragtinlan konulardan birisi olmustur, Ancak yapilan
galigmalarda, bugiine kadar incelenmeyen bir mezar grubu daha bulunmaktadir,
Bunlar mezar yanina dikilen bir siitun tzerinde, mezar sahibi va da ailesi ile ilgili
kabartma veya heykelin bulundugu ve sahibinin heroize edildigi mezar antlandir.

Yamnda amt stitun bulunan anit ve oygu tekne mezarlar genellikle bir giftlik
yerlegimi yakiinda, yalmz baglanna insa edilmiglerdir. Mezarlann yaninda Dor
veya Korinth baghkh siitun ve bunun iizerinde bashik ile T olugturacak sekilde yerles-
tirilmig bir blok bulunmaktadir. Stitunun bagh tzerindeki blogun bir genis cephe-
sinde, degigik sekillerde olugturulmus alanlarda, figtir sayilar 2 ile 6 arasinda de-
gigen biist seklinde kabartmalar goriillmektedir. Yalmz kabartmasiz olan dmekler de
vardir, Mezarlann yaminda bulunan oturan kadin ya da erkek heykellerinin siitun-
lann {izerine yerlestirildikleri anlagiimaktadir. Bu anit siitunlann yaninda bulunan
mezarlar ise beg farkhi gruba ayrilmakiadir,

Bu tip mezarlar bolgede ilk olarak Imbriogon Kome'de Erken Imparatorluk
Dénemi'nde goriilmektedir. Bu dinem bolgenin Kommagene Krali IV, Antiochos
yonetiminde (M.S. 38-72) oldugu ilk yillar ya da hemen Oncesi olmahidir. Daha
sonra M.S. 2. ylizyildan itibaren Korinth baghkh olarak Imbriogon Kome ¢evre-
sine (Beydren, Kilmbet Beleni ve Direktas) yayilmistir, Korinth bashikl ant siitun-
lann yam sira, MLS. 2. ve 3. yiizyillarda, aym tip siitunlar Dor bashkh olarak da

© Yrd. Dog. Dr. Bilal SOGUT, Pamukkale Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakilliesi, Arkeoloji Bslumi
Denizli / TURKIYE.
I would like to thank Dr. Yasemin Er for her help in translation and for her constructive criticism
of the anicle. My thanks also go to T. Sezgin and S. Akyol for their help with the illustrations in
the text,
Fig. 39 cf. Keil-Wilhelm 1931, P1. 14, Fig. 46; Fig. 47a cf. Tchalenko 1953, Lev, 62; Fig. 47b cf.
Tehalenko 1953, Pl 62; Fig. 47¢ of. Tehalenko 1953, PL 62; Fig. 48 cf. Domer 1981, Fig. 14; Fig.
49 cf. Domer 1981, Fig. 14; Fig. 50 cf. Hocpfner 1983, Fig. 12. The other figures (photographs
and drawings) arc taken and drown by B, Sogiir.
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yvapilmustir, Mezarlar Kommagene ve Kuzey Sunye Bolgelen nden gelen ya da
Olba"dan o bélgelere gidip orada galismg ustalar tarafindan yapilmg olmahidir. Bu
tp amtlar bélge insam tarafindan sevilmiy olmal ki, belirh bir dénem farkh tipte
dmekleri ile devam emmistir. Amie stitunluy mezar anitlan ve heykelurashk eserle-
rinin tamami bilgenin sert Kireg tagindan yapilmistr.

Ciftlik yerdesimi yvakiina insa edilmesi, tarla sahibinin mezar ambinin amazinin
her yerinden gonilmesini saglamistir. Bu aym zamanda 6li kil agisindan da dnem-
lidir. Clinkil dlen Kisi/Kistlerin heykeli ya da kabartmasinin, gok yviiksekten bakarak,
tikm araxiyi devamb kontrol ettifi diigincesinin de var oldugu anlagilmaktadr,

Among the funerary monuments one can see in Rough Cilicia® are the
hypogea tombs with or without dromos, tumulus, rock-cut tombs, monu-
mental tombs, sarcophagus, chamosorions and built coffins® In the
Archaic Period one can see chamber tombs with caryatids in the fagade®;
in the Hellenistic Period rock-cut tombs as well as monumental tombs?
with polygonal stone walls and tower tombs®, In the Roman Era, temple
tombs, tower-tombs, vaulted tombs, sarcophagi, cut and built coffin tombs
are found. Due to the different types with well-preserved examples, the
tombs in this region are among the most studied subjects.

The territory of Olba in Rough Cilicia, bordered to the west by the
Calycadnos River and to the east by the Lamus, was ruled by priest kings
whose center was located at Olba (Uzuncaburg)®. The peculiar architec-
tural characteristics of the region differ from those of the other areas. In

The geographical region of Rough Cilicia (named Tracheia in Greek, Aspera in Latin), a rugged
arca that begins in the west af Melas River (Manavgat Cayi) stretches cast to Soli (Pompeiopolis-

Virangehir), encorporating the southern slopes of the Taurus Mountains {Strabon, XIV.V.1) For
the region, see Erzen 1940, 27-29,

[ ]

A detatled and large study of the funerary monuments found in the region was conducted by Yasemin
Er (Er 1991} A detaibed study of the smaller region regarding the funerary monuments of the cities of
Korykos, Elaiussa-Sebanste and Kanytelleis was done by A, Muchatschek { Machatschek 1967).

Davasne 1989, 20-22; Traunccker-Traunccker 1998a, 247-254, Figs. 2-19; Trounecker-Traunccker
I9ih, 273-280), Figs, |-6. Regarding the caryatads in this tomb, see Hermary (998, 285287, Figs, 1-8,

4OSog 1993, 221-236; Durukan 1999, 79-91; Sagit 2008,

The lnte Hellenistie tower tomb was built on a hill to the southeast of Diokaisarein. The tomb with
a square plan, hidd a three-stepped base; the monument had a Donic frieze and angle plasters and
was crowned by a pyramidal roof. According to J. Keil and A, Wilhelm. it could have belonged 1o
Philip 1 (93-84 B.C.) (Reil-Wilhelm 1931, 59.60, Fig. 89, PL 31. Fig. %00 Also see. Will 1949,
210271, Fig. 7: Fedak 1990, B8, Fig. 11; Berms 1999, 111-129. A new date has been sugpested by
M. Durukan. See Durukan 2003, 219,

In the Hellenistic period the region of Olba was a religious center anached 10 Seleukeia (Silifke)
and had an extensive territorium (Duragondl 1995, 75-82.)
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Olba a majority of the temple tombs, tower tombs and vaulted tombs can
be found in well preserved condition in the ancient cities of Kanytelleis
(Kanhidivane), Elaiussa Sebaste (Ayag), Korykos (Kizkalesi), Imbriogon
Kome (Demircili)” and in the villages of Karabtictilii, Cambazhi®, Hiiseyin-
ler and Ovacik®. Different types of sarcophagus and chamosorion' can be
widely found in all the ancient settlements throughout the region.

Although several studies of the Roman tombs from the region are
known, a group of monuments has so far escaped notice. This funerary
monument comprises of a tomb and a column erected next Lo it on top of
which 1s a relief or a statue of the tomb owner and his family, who was her-
oized. A picture of a column and a capital from one of this group of tombs,
which I name tombs with monumental columns, that was reportedly from
the environs of Topallarin Cesme was published by Keil and Wilhelm!',
Excepting a picture and general information about the tombs, no study has
been conducted about them, Examples of different types of these tombs,
which show local characteristics can be found in the region.

These tombs in general are built solely near a farm. Next 1o the whole
monument is a column with a Doric or Corinthian capital on top of which
is a block that forms a T-shape with the capital. On a fagade of this block,
on different fields, are reliefs of busts of a number of figures varying in
number from 2 to 6. There are also examples without any reliefs, Next o
some of these tombs are statues of men and women. The columns are
erected next to monumental or chamorosions'?, According to their column
capitals, these tomb monuments are divided into two categories, Doric and
Corinthian, and at least one example has been included in the catalogue.

T For the tombs in Kanytelleis, Elaiussa Sebaste, Korykos and Imbriogon Kome, see Keil-Willelm
1931 Machatschek 1967: Machatschek 1974, 251-261; Wegner 1974, §77.583,

® Keil-Wilhelm 1931, P1. 17, Figs. 53, 55; Fyfe 1936, 62-63, Fig. 14,

* Keil-Wilhelm 1931, Fig. 47,

™ The native population call such chamosorions srock=cut coffins. “sin™,

' Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 28, P1, 14, Fig, 48,
1

L ]

We couldn™ see the 1ombs of the monuments at TUIH and Sancitiren, Since we didn't come across
any ruins during our search for the tomb in the environs, the 1omb which could have been the
sume chamosorion type as the one ot Sakizlikh Harman must have been covered In time.
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1. COLUMNS WITH DORIC CAPITALS
1.1. Kiimbet

The wmb s located in the administrative district of Silifke, town of
MNarhkuyu, some 3 km northeast of the Kizilisah quarter (old Kuzilisah
Village), in the location of Kiimbet". The tomb is approximately 500 m far
from the western bank of the Seytan Deresi (or stream). The fallen stones
of the tomb building are inside the monument, whereas the column and the
capital, which collapsed east to west, can be found in the field west of their
original location. Immediately to the west of the monument is the farm set-
tlement with some walls preserved up to 3 m high. built of polygonal and
irregular blocks. A cistern 50 m. south of this settlement is still used by
present day villagers. 10 m east of the cistern is a lower part of a seated
female statue. It must be belong to Kiimbet Tomb,

The tomb monument is built on the north side of a large field, at a high-
er point than the field, of smooth faced, thin blocks (Fig. 1). Part of the
ground floor of the tomb and the column are built on the main rock (Fig. 7).
The tomb, which faces north-south, has a U plan and therefore, its southern
fagade is completely open (Fig. 2). The tomb's eastern facade and its
north-eastern corner have collapsed except 1-2 rows of stones, But the other
facades are sufficient to interpret the monument. The preserved wall in the
west shows that up to the point where the curve of the arch started it was
three rows of stones and was 1, 40 m high. This wall ends in the antae with
a crown on top. From this crowning level begins the barrel vault that con-
stitutes the upper covering. At the entrance facade the arch of the vault was
given a profile with a plain form on top and two fascia at the bottom (Fig, 3¢).

Inside the tomb is the chamosorion burial, facing east-west, placed
slightly diagonal (Figs. 2, 3a-b). On the surface of the hollowed coffin, near
the rim, in order to fit the lid exactly, a flat surface of approximately 0,15 m
width, 0,02-0,04 m high was built (Fig. 3 a-b). The area around this height
is lower than the side of the tomb. Hence, the water from the surrounding
the areas was prevented from entering the tomb. The coffin area widens from
the top to bottom (Fig. 3b). Near the floor it reaches a width of 0,90 m'

13 The east bound gravel mractor road ot the northem exit of Kizslisaly leads near the momument.

1 Since chamosorions for two people are commen in the negion, this width leads us 1o think that our tomb

may also be for two, For an example form the city of Elaiussa Sebaste, sce Machaschek 1967, P, 13,
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One of the fragments of the lid of the coffin is in the tomb, the other near

the Daric capital'®, The lid has a barrel roof with acroteria at the corners
(Fig. 3d).

The column, erected ¢. 2,5 m. south-cast of the tomb, was situated on a
plain carved out of the bedrock and one can still see the eastern side of the
cut bedrock, ¢. 0.50 m. high and round (Fig. 1), Although the column and
the Doric capital were originally of one piece, now two pieces can be seen
(Fig. 4). In the transition from the column to the capitol the apophyge has
bead-reel decoration. Immediately to the east of the capital is the block,
which when placed on top of the column would form a T shape with it. On
the long fagade of the block, inside a round niche, two relief busts of a man
and a woman can be seen (Fig. 5). Since the reliefs are quite damaged, it
1s only possible to determine that they are a man and a woman (Fig. 6).

1.2. Yukar Hiiseyinler

The funerary monument is located to the east of the Hiiseyinler-
Cambazh road, 5 km north of the Yukan Hiiseyinler, Hiiseyinler Village,
in the administrative district of Silifke. Since the tomb is located near the
road between the two villages, most of the architectural blocks from the
monument have been looted. However, the ruins helped me prepare the
plan and the remaining western wall helped determine the form of the side
walls and the upper structure.

The tomb, which was built on a stylobate of rectangular blocks, faces
north-south and has U plan. Its western wall is preserved up to the level of
the arch stone, whercas the eastern wall has two rows of blocks remaining
inside and one outside (Figs. 8, 10a-b). Of the northern wall only the floor
blocks can be seen. The side walls of the tombs have a toichobate at the
bottom, and a crown at the arch level. The block on the crown reveals the
presence of an arch inside and a wall rising straight. Based on this block
one may presume that the upper part of the tomb comprised of a vault
mside and a straight roof outside.

The tomb altar faces the same direction with the column and the block
on top of it, erected in front of the south-western fagade of the tomb (Fig. 9).

" The lid is 0.43 m wide and 1,19 m long. The long piece is in the wamb, the other is next o the
Dorie capital.
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The column was originally built of two pieces, the lower one longer. Presently
the lower drum has been cut into two. The upper part of the column is cut
of one piece with the Doric capital. The apophyge in the column to capital
has a convex profile and is without any decoration (Figs. 9, 11)'". A similar
capital profile can be seen in the lower storey of the Giimiiskesen tomb'’.
To the southeast of the tomb is the round altar slightly narrowing on top
with a garland relief on top (Fig. 8). In this region tomb altars with relief
busts and inscriptions next to the monumental and chamosorion tombs are
commonly found'?,

1.3. Cennet-Cehennem

The tomb is located in the ancient site of Cennet-Cehennem, 400 m
west of the Cennet hollow, 30 m west of the Narhikuyu-Hasanaliler road in
the town of Narhikuyu, within the administrative district of Silifke. Ruins
can be seen 50 m. to the west of the tomb,

The tomb, built on a sloping field, faces north-south and its entrance is
on the south, Its back part was cut out of the bedrock. Since the interior is
filled with fallen debris from the tomb and materials gathered from the sur-
rounding, we could not prepare its plan. It could only be discerned that the
front of the tomb was built whereas the back was cut out of the rock. Such
tombs, partly cut out of the rock can be seen in the one-storeyed Hellenis-
tic tombs with polygonal masonry' and in the lower floors of the one and
two-storeyed Roman Imperial tombs from Olba region®,

In front of the tomb are three column drums with diameters 0,39-0,52
(Fig. 12). Two of thesc, onc of which is in sitie are vertical®'. The distance
between them is 0.76 m; the third drum is next to the vertical drum in the
east. Near the drums are rectangular, finely cut wall blocks and an archi-
trave-frieze block without soffit in two fragments (Fig. 13). Based on the

" In the Kiimbet tomb the same place contains bead-and -reel,

T Hesberg 1992, 150-151, PI, 92; Gros 2001, 458, Fig. 558.

% Sayar 1998, 345; Diler 2000, 23-25; Diler 2002, 67-72, Funcrary altars with niches of this type
also exist (SO0 2003, 248-249, Fig.13),

" Sogoe 1993, 222,
2 Machatschek 1974, 253,

=t The vertical drum in the east has o diameter of 0,40 m, that on the west of 0,42, The third has a
climnter of (.39 m.
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ruins, the tomb had a U-shaped plan with columns between the antae, The
building blocks seen here must have belonged to the wall of the tomb, The
burials in the tomb could have been in the sarcophagi along the side walls
or in the chamosorion on the floor, However, no remains of sarcophagi or
of the lids can be seen. In addition, the tomb is not large enough to accom-
modate a sarcophagus nor does it have good workmanship. Hence, the
tomb most likely had a burial chamosorion in the floor as seen in similar
tombs at Kiimbet, There is a burial place for the chamosorion in the floor
of the U-shaped plan Catdren tomb with its barrel-vaulted roof=,

Of the surface remains no architectural fragments from the upper build-
ng except for the architrave-frieze block can be seen, However, these
blocks may have fallen or have been removed from the site. In accordance
with similar examples in the region, the roofs of these types of tombs gen-
erally have a barrel-vaulted roof**, The architrave-frieze block, which does
not have a soffit below, is cut completely plain on one side. For this rea-
son this block must have been placed above the side walls of the tomb®,
In north Syrian tombs, where both the tomb chamber and the front part are
built into the bedrock and where only the tomb entrance can be seen, the
fully carved fagade of the one directional architraves placed on top of the
native rock, face the front of the tomb chamber, so as can be seen by those
visiting the tomb™. Here since the visible part is the interior fagade and the
closed direction is the exterior fagade, it is built this way. The main con-
sideration in these arrangements is to make the visible part more striking.

== These tombs may also have had kline burizl,
=" Diler 2000, 23,

The roof of the lonic wmb 1o the north of Yukan Hisseyinler is now flat, But originally it may
have been different.

= Since nsing on op of the columns the architrave-fricze blocks have a soffit below, and on the
part of the block that faces inside, the architrave is fully carved and the friee is left plain. The
fully carved fagade of the architrave with single direction was placed facing out, and its plain side
facing knside the tomb chamber. The same treatment can be observed on the in situ upper building
blocks placed above the naos walls of the Nephelion Tykhe (Stdit 1998, 74.75, 111, 194, Figs.
Alka-d) and of the Temples of Vespasian, Titus and Domitian ot Adandn Kalesi (St 1998, 78,
lN. 20, 23d, Figs. 32 b, d; Stfin 1999, 401, Figs, 2, 6, 9). In these examples the upper building
clements were baiilt of separate stones and while outside all the blocks have complete and orderly
profiles, the fagade facing the naos has been weated as a plain wall surface, Similar upper building
clements were ased in the temple type funerary monument at Adanda Kalesi (Sogin 1999, Fig. 1)

' Criesheimer 1997, 195, Fig. 38,
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The column, capital and the block on top are situated to the east of the
tomb (Fig. 14). The long lower part is today broken into three pieces, Near
the upper part of the lower drum is a rectangular bulge, which must have
been used to lift the stone in a balanced way*’, Similar bulges are known
from the column drums at Kiimbet Beleni Tomb and Ferhath Temple,
where they too must have been used for the same purpose®.

The Doric capital carved together with upper part of the column is in
good shape. The apophyge, which constitutes the transition from the column
to the capital and has a convex profile. is not adorned. The Doric capital is
carved plain on front and back facades, and on either side is flat on top and
with an open 8 profile (cyma reversa)™ immediately below it. This capital
is the most plains one among the un-carved capitals placed on a column
and seen on this type of funcrary monuments. The width of the capital’s
abacus is not the same as that of the width of the lower part of the capital
it was placed on top. Therefore, when the two picces are joined, the top capi-
tal part seems wider (Fig. 17). A second piece must have fit in between,
However, among the ruins we could not find an architectural element that
would [t there.

A rectangular rock-cut basin in the floor is cut in the main rock to the
east of the tomb, The basin, which measures (.14 m long, 0.12 m wide and
(.16 m deep, has no carvings or smoothing around it Its rectangular shape
along with its small measurements and large depth, lead us at first to think
that it was used for erecting something rather than for offerings. A deep
and narrow basin is not necessary for an offering. Offering basins found
near the tombs at Fasillar in Lykaonia and at Eumeneia® in Phrygia are
shallow. At Hisarkale®' in the Olba region the offering basin in front of the
Hellenistic tomb is shallow, whereas the one at the Hellenistic tomb with
the polygonal wall at Mancimk Kale™ and the one in front of the chamoso-
rion tomb at Sakizhikli Harman district are both deep. Aside from these the

This bulge would occur either as a result of lifting the column or for carving o frieze, However,
it 1% 100 small for carving a frieze. Hence, it must have been used to lifi the stone,

B Sagin 1998, 111, 138, Fig, 69,

For these profiles, the carved motifs and the locales they were used, see Erder 1967, 4-7.
W Simyek-Sogon 2002, 310-31, Fig. 16,

M Sagin 2005, 45,

2 Sagie 2005, 37, Fig. 13,
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most important thing here is that they haven't built a smooth area near the
basin in order to erect a monumental thing like a column. Based on all these,
we think this 15 a different type of offering basin.

Among the funerary remains is a male statue scated on a seat with a
back rising to his armpit and its back round (Figs. 15, 16)*. Broken are the
statue’s head and right foot below the ankle, its left toe and the front part
of the plinthos and they have been worn on the surface, The right hand
holds the cloth wrapped around the body at the left shoulder level and the
left hand holds the tip of the dress between the knees. The cloth around the
body has shallow folds in front of shoulders, between the knees and next
to the left knee. The seat rises straight to the knee level and then it narrows
towards the back of the figure. This very popular statue type must be connec-
ted to the funerary monument.

1.4. Sakizhkh Harman

The tomb is located at Sakizhklh Harman Place in the administrative
district of Silifke, Narlikuyu town, Kizilisal district. It is 5 km south of the
Kazilisah district, and 2,5 km east of the Kizlisah-Hasanaliler road. The
tomb is located on the eastern side of an ancient road that provided passage
from the harbor cities to the inland settlements™. 50 m east of the tomb are
remains of a farm settlement. Immediately to the east of the farm remains
are a chamosorion with a gabled lid and a round funerary altar with reliefs™,

The funerary monument consists of a chamosorion tomb, a gabled roof,
2 column and a capital (Fig. 18). This tomb is among the most simple of
this type. Both the chamosorion and the column are placed on a large and

'j.l

This bulge would occur either as a result of lifting the column or for carving o fricze, However,
i 15 too small for carving a fricze. Hence, it must have been used 1o lift the stone.

= Sogin 1998, 111, 138, Fig. 69,

= For these profiles, the carved motifs and the locales they were used, see Erder 1967, 4-7,

® Simsek-Sgin 2002, 310-31, Fig. 16,

= Sagit 2005, 45.

= Sagie 2005, 37, Fig. 13.

* The height of the statue: 0.97 m., width: 0,35 m., depth: 0.50 m. Iis distance 1o the plinth: 0,12 m,
* This ancient road, covered with pebbles, i still used today,

i

Savar 1998, 345,
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smooth bedrock (Fig. 21). The column was set up 1 m. south east of the
tomb itself. The column like a tombstone is set up very close to the tomb.

The mouth side of the chamosorion in the bedrock, in order to have the
lid fit in exactly, was made as a 0.15 m wide smooth surface. A channel
was built around the side of this flat surface in order to prevent the rain-
water from entering the tomb (Figs. 20, 22), The coffin part widens from
the mouth towards the base. Around the tomb fragments belonging to the
gabled roofl can be seen.

The Doric column, which was originally built of a monolithic stone, is
cut into three parts today (Figs. 18, 23). On top of the Doric stone is the
block which carries five busts, the central ones larger than the surrounding
ones (Figs. 19, 23)*, The figures were carved directly on the surface of the
block without the use of any frame of niche. Here people from a family
must have been portrayed. Since the figures are much destroved the details
cannot be made.

1.5. Sancidren

It is located 500 m west of the Hasanaliler-Kizilisali road, 3 km north
of the Hasanaliler district in the Narlikuyu Town. It is built near the ancient
road that leads from the ancient settlement at the Solakkéy District to the
other settlements in the west*, The ruins are approximately at a distance
of 800 m from Solakkiy. This ancient road is till being used in the present
day.

The ruins here consist of a column drum in fragments and the capital
on top of it and parts of stae (Fig. 24). The column with Doric capital
placed on the bedrock has fallen closed 1o the location it was originally
placed at. The column is comprised of two drums. However, today its
lower drum has been divided into six fragments. The upper part of the column
and the Doric capital have been cut from the same stone. The unadored
apophyge, the passing from the column to the capital, has a convex profile,
The capital with relief that extends outside on both sides is placed on top

36 Regretibly, we discovered in our last visit that this block was broken by the illegal excavators,

T30 m 10 the east of the funerary monument is cistern built in the bedrock. The cistern has not been
completed. It may have been abandoned because of a hole in the rock in the northwest comer,




lombs With Monumental Columns In The Olba Region 13

of the Doric capital and it widens from the bottom to the top. At the center
of the capital in a rectangular niche are two reliefs of busts (Figs. 25, 27).
In comparison to the one at Kiimbet, this niche is more shallow. The relief
1s weathered and broken on the surface,

Among the ruins, are the upper and lower parts of a scated female statue
missing her feet and the rest of her body above her shoulders, weathered
on the surface (Fig.26)*. Although parts are missing, the exact joining of
the two parts makes it certain that they belong to the same statue. This statue
must be related to the tomb as in Cennet-Cehennem and the other exam-
ples.

Although a tomb is present is this form of monuments, we could not see
a tomb near this column. If there had been a tomb, there certainly would
have been its ruins. Probably, here just as at Sakizhkl Harman was a chamo-
sorion and the surface of this coffin in time had been covered by the stones
thrown during sowing. We did not happen to notice such a ruin even very
close to this monument. Although it is not as close as the ones in the other
examples, still 800 m east of this monument the Solakkéy farm settlement
15 located.

1.6, Tiilii

The monument is located at the Tiilii district, in Kizilisali, in the town
of Narlikuyu™, The funerary monument is situated ai the settlement near
the northern side of the $eytan Deresi, to the west of the sacred precinct
that is preserved with its entrance and its surrounding walls. The ruins of
the monument stand on top of a natural rock at the center of a small plain.
Among the ruins one can see a column with a Doric capital, fragments of
4 seated statue and a basin with a round mouth (Fig. 28). Near them is
another fragment of a column drum, which we think belongs 1o these
ruins??,

" Regrettably, on our last visit this block was broken by treasure hunbers,

™ Sayar 1998, 344, P1. 21-23. The arca, where the ruins are located, is also known by the villagers
as “Tillntin Madik.”

= Of the column drums here, the one with the capital is 1,80 m, long, the other 1.20 m. long. With

this form the height of the monumental column is shorer compared 1o the other examples
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On the drum of the column with the Doric capital is an inscription of
seven lines*'. Hence, it is clear that these remain that consist of two column
drums and a seated statue belong to the funerary monument, The statue,
which 1s seated on a chair and is fragmented into three parts, miss its head,
hands and right hand**. The statue with its plinthos, is weathered and
chipped / broken on all sides (Fig. 29).

We could not see the block that forms a T with the column on top of it,
which can be seen at the other monumental tomb. This block may not have
been used in this block at all, In that case the statue may have been placed
directly on top of the column as in the Commagene examples (Fig. 48).

The abacus of the capital, which was built together with the column
measures (), 65 x 0, 65 m. and on either side at the top of the column there
is a dowel hole (Fig. 30. The plinth of the seated woman statue including
the fractures measures 0.64 x 0.50 m. Based on these measurements the
phinthos of the seated statue fits exactly on top of the Doric capital. Another
important detail regarding the capital is the presence of the two dowel
holes. Usually, the dowel hole is found only at the center of the capitals,
However, here there are two dowel holes and they match the plinthos,
These two dowel holes may have been used to firmly hold the statue
placed on top. Based on these it is seen that the statue was seated directly
on top of the column. The direction of the statue on top of the column and
the inscription have been arranged to face the same direction,

The round basin found among the ruins must have been used as an
offering pot near the monument. Although the monument is located on a
very rocky terrain, there is a small plain where the column and the statue
are situated. This area is suited for ceremonies during the visits to the tomb,
No ruins of a possible tomb were seen here. Probably, as in Sakizlikl Har-
man here, too was a chamosorion near the monument, the surface of which
in time became covered.

4 Savar 1995, 344,

*2 “The height of the statue is 0.91 m, width 0,64 m and depth 0,50 m,
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2. COLUMNS WITH CORINTHIAN CAPITALS
2.1, Imbriogon Kome

Imbriogon Kome is located at the village of Demircili, & km north of
the administrative district of Silifke. At Imbriogon Kome Roman temple
tombs and tower-tombs typical of the region are found*', The monumental
columns we will consider here are located at the top of the hill with a Roman

and Byzantine settlement, approximately 500 m west of the Silifke-Uzun-
gaburg road.

In this area columns and Corinthian capitals are found in two separate
tocations, Of these, one is the 2.15 m long inscribed column capital which
mentions the name of the city and is mentioned by J. Keil and A, Wilhelm™
and next to it, is the Corinthian capital 0.80 m. high. Since the area of these

ruins are covered with bushes and trees, no building ruins can be dis-
cerned.

The other set of ruins is on the highest point of the hill approximately
S0 m west of the inscribed column drum and it comprises of column drums,
Corinthian capital with blocks on top of it and a seated woman statue (Fig.
31). The ruins, 20 m northeast of the inscribed column drum, its lower part
Bewn out of the bedrock, its upper part built of masonry blocks, must be
related to this monument. At the place where the Corinthian capital and the
blocks placed on top of it is a heap of broken stones (Fig. 33). No tomb can
be seen on the surface. Here are four column drums, the total length of which
equals 10.25 m*, Based on the average height of the column drums of these
types of monuments, there were two separate columns in this area, Nearly
half of the Corinthian capital here is missing (Figs. 32-33), Of the two
blocks on top of the capita, one remains on the surface. But the other one,
since one end is broken and the other is buried, cannot be measured. Based
on the existing parts, it is clear that the two blocks fit together. Therefore,
the presence of at least two blocks on top of the capitals is certain.

# Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 23-29, Figs. 31-42; Machatschek 1974, 251-261; Wegner 1974, 575-583,

 Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 27,

** The drums are 1.85 m, 2.85 m, 3.60 m and 1.95 m in length. Based on these, two columns of 4,80
and 5,45 m height existed. Since not all the architectural elements could be completely measired

and restored, the missing blocks could not be defined. There are missing pans of the capital and
ol the blocks that sre placed on top of 1 as well as of the column drems,
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The Corinthian capital’s preserved parts involve important details
regarding its dating. The general form of the capital and that of its lower
leaves and the details of the leaf suggest a date in the first half of A.D. 1
century. In the depiction of the leaves and the eyes it closely resembles the
capitals of the temples of Elaiussa Sebaste®. Based on this form, the cap-
ital could have been made by a stone mason working at the temple in the
region. Hence, this monument with the Corinthian capital dating from the
Early Imperial Period 1s among the earliest monuments with columns in
the region.

A seated woman's statue with her head missing holding a child in her
lap, which was found near the column and the other blocks, was taken to
the Silifke Museum® (Fig. 34). As in other examples, this statue along
with the columns, must have formed part of the same funerary monument™
and it must have been originally placed on top of one of the columns,
However, since at least two columns among the ruins were identified, it is
difficult to ascertain definitely on which the seated statwe found here was
placed,

2.2, Direktas

The funerary monument is located at the Direkias district, approxi-
mately 1 km east of the road leading to the Imaml Village. 2.5 km north
of the Karadedeli Village, in the administrative district of Silifke. Ruins of
farm can be seen here. Among the ruins are a cistern with a vaulted roof
and an olive oil press. In an area 50 m south of the settlement close to each
other are a column drum fragmented into two pieces, a Corinthian capital
and a block placed on the capital, Based on the finds of the architectural
elements, it can be discerned that they rolled here from the immediate
upper field.

No tomb of this monument was seen near the ruins, The architectural
blocks in the farm settlement were removed for reuse probably by the surround-
ing villagers. The tomb blocks, too, might have been removed. However, no

4 For the capitals of the temple, see Stftc 1998, 104, 1L 49 o-d; Bems 1998, 153, Taf, 40 a-d;
Baldassari 1999, 118-119, Figs, 61-62,

T For the statue in the field, see Keil-Wilbelm 1931, 40, PL 13, Fig, 40; Zoro@lu 1988, 394, Pic. 2.

W According 1o L. Zoroglu, this stawe could be thar of Cybele holding a lion in her lap (Zorogl
1988, 394, Pic, 2),
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ruins of a base to support a large funerary monument was seen either.
Therefore, according to example of Sakizhikhh Harman, these columns may
nave been erected next to only a chamosorion, without monumental tombs,

The column, without grooves and monolithic, has been split into two
parts 1.45 m and 3.05 m long (Fig. 35). Both sides of the column are flat.
No column base among the ruins was seen. Therefore, as in the other Doric
columns it must have been erected directly on bedrock without a base, or
the base could have been taken away later.

The Corinthian capital consists of a single piece and although it is basi-
cally formed, the details have not been cut, The apophyge part, which ordi-
narily 1s found on top of the column, here is placed at the lower part of the
Corinthian capital (Fig. 36). The capital has been attached to the column
by a metal clamp. On top of the capital is a dowel hole, which shows that
the block on top has been securely attached to the capital (Fig. 36).

The block on top of the Corinthian capital is broken at the tip on one
end and is missing a great part on the other. Therefore, aside from its two
ends, the profile of its lower part can be determined. At the central part of
the block a place for a metal clamp is noted. It shows that just as the capital
was attached to the column, so was the capital to the block on top by means
of a metal clamp from the outside (Fig. 37). On top of the block are four
dowel holes, which show that two separate pieces were attached on top of
the block. These may belong to the seated statue®™. With the exception of
the statue placed on top, the restitution of the monument is possible (Fig, 38),

2.3. Kiimbet Beleni

Kiimbet Beleni is located to the east of the Demircili Village, northeast
of the Karadedeli Village, in the administrative district of Silifke™. The

' In the same way. at the Sancibren ruins, which had four dowel holes, one of the statues placed af
the top was determined to be o woman's statue split into two pans. See, 1.5 Sancibiren.

These ruins are mentioned by the name Topallann Cesme (Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 28, 30, P1, 14,
Figs. 44-46). Topallunn Kuyu region is reached by following the earthen road that separates west
at the 4% km, of the Karadedeli-Imamli Village road for 7 km, Immediately 1o the west on a hill
15 the Kikmbet Beleni settlement where Roman and Byzantine ruins can be found. The tombs are
located on a slope 1o the east of the settlement. J. Keil and A, Wilhelm who saw these ruins pub.
lished a picture of the monument discussed here (Fig. 39). The villagers informed the author thi
this monument was destroved/collapsed i the 197(0s,

7]
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funerary monument with the column next to it is located close o the hill
on the western part of the necropolis (Fig. 40). The tomb, which has a
podium and a U-shaped plan, has a barrel-vaulted roof. The northern wall
has collapsed to the podium level, The west wall has been preserved up to
the pediment, whercas the south wall to the level of the anta capital. The
height of the podium is 1.35 m, and that of the well-preserved wes wall to
the pediment is 3.90 m. The walls of the tomb are built of 1sodomic masonry
using finely cut rectangular blocks with flat surfaces. The anta capital and
bases of the tomb were used as building blocks in the walls near the tomb.
Although the leaves and the rest of the parts were fully carved. details such
as the eyes and the thorns of the leaves were left out. The tomb architrave
with three fasciae has an § profile. The treasure hunters have excavated the
interior of the tomb. The limestone sarcophagus, although moved from its
original position is still in the tomb. The Iid is cut simply without an acro-
terium and has two garlands on it. Below the podium is a chamber cut into
the bedrock.

The column and the Corinthian capital and the block on top of the capi-
tal, near the tomb have fallen down southeast from the tomb. The column,
which was originally a monoblock, must have been fragmented into at least
four parts. Today three of its drum can be seen®', The upper part of which the
lifting projections can be seen, is one of the three surviving drums (Fig. 41).

The Corinthian capital consists of two parts, one that reaches above the
leaf covered section, the upper section being another part (Figs. 42-43). As
in the Direktas Monument, the apopyhge part is moulded together with the
lower part of the column capital. All the parts of the capital have been carved
but the details of the akanthus leaves such as thorns, eyes and veins have
been omitted. The lower profile of the block on top of the capital resemb-
les that of the Direktas Monument (Fig. 44). On one facade of the block
are three relief busts, details of which cannot be made out due to destruc-
tion (Fig. 45). The reliefs are on left lower side and have not been placed
centrally in the lower part of the block. This picture, published by J. Keil
and A. Wilhelm was taken from the higher west lower towards the sloping

51 The length of the column drums is 1.20 m, 0.74, and 1,32 m. which brings the totul length w 3.26
m, But the length of these monuments’ columns are approximately 4.50 m. Therefore, there mus
have been another drum of about 1.50 m long.
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east. In this picture no reliel can be seen on the block on top of the capital.
Therefore, it is clear that the reliefs were placed on the sloping eastern
direction.

2.4. Beyoren

Beydren is 1.5 km east of the Pamuklu district, in the Demircili Village,
in the administrative region of Silifke. Among the ruins here are gates with
their lento and side stones in situ, walls and cisterns still in use today®, To
the west of these ruins are the monument with the column, which we will
examine here and 500 m northeast of these around the ancient road and the
coffin is a lion lid sarcophagus with a woman and male bust.

Of the monument with the column, two column drums 2.73 m and 2.13
m long and the block placed on top of the capital survive. The lifting pro-
jections on the drums are still in place. A side of the block on top of the
capital is broken, Since the surrounding area where these architectural ele-
ments are found is terraced and is used as a field, the area has changed con-
siderably. The blocks of the tomb are near a small field. Today no remains
of a tomb can be seen. The location of the monument must be close 1o the
columns because the villagers who were the guides told that in the 1970s
the lower part of the column drum near a spot to its present location stood
erect as in its original position, but was later destroyed by the treasure
hunters,

No capital was found among the ruins and its surroundings. But based
on the monument’s other architectural elements, the type of the capital can
be determined, The column drums have survived well and as in the
Direktag Monument both sides have been cut flat. Since only the tip of the
block on the top of the capital is broken its shape can easily be determined.
Based on the lower profile of the block on top and the upper part of the
column drum, the capital must be Corinthian as in the Direktas Monument
(Fig. 46). However, the measurements reveal that the capital of the Beyoren
Monument is a little smaller than that of the Direktas Monument. The
block on top of the capital carries no relief and since it is buried upside
down in the earth we cannot tell whether there is a dowel on its upper side.

52 These ruins have been studied by ). Keil and A, Wilhelm and the Greek inscription on the lento
of the gate was published by them. See, Keil and Wilhelm 1931, 30,
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3. THE EVALUATION OF THE FUNERARY ARCHITECTURE

The presence of these funerary monuments were known in Commagene
and in North Syria for a long time and a few examples were noted also in
Pisidia®®, and beginning in the Roman Period they can be seen in Cilicia
as well, In the region of Olba, the tombs with monumental columns on which
the relicfs or the statues of the heroized individuals were placed, regarding
their plans and burial places resemble the other popular tombs in the region.
The most differentiating characteristic of these tombs from the others is
the presence of a monument with a single column next to them. The columns
do not have a direct relationship with the type of funerary monuments near
them because they are found near different types of tombs.

Although a great majority of these monuments’ tombs have been found,
some have not been located. It is determined that the surviving tombs were
made either as monumental or chamosorion. Although the monumental
tombs all have U-shaped plans, their coverings are different. Based on all
these determinations, the tombs can be studied in five different groups.

1. Monumental Tombs
Coverings with Vaults (Kiimbet)
Vault Inside, Flat Coverings Outside (Yukari Hilseyinler)
Barrel Vault Roof (Cennet-Cehennem?, Kilmbet Beleni)
. Chamosorion Tombs (Sakizhkh Harman)

i
3. Those with Unknown Tombs (Sancibiren, Direktas. Beyiren,
Imbriogon Kome)

3.1. Tombs

The vaulted, U-plan tomb type at Kiimbet can be seen throughout various
regions. Examples are found from the Hellenistic period at the Varsak
(Lyrboton Kome) necropolis in Pamphylia™, and from the Roman period
at Termessos in Pisidia®. In northern Syria are examples of rock-cut ones

4 Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 28,

M Here of the two barrel vauled tombs of the same tvpes, the inscription helps date one from the

same 2™ century B.C. The burial places in these tombs are in chamosorions (Cevik 1997, 8950,
Figs. 19-20, 22).

3 Kubinska 1968, PL 17,
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with similar plans®, In the region of Olba similar U-shaped vaulted tombs
from the Roman period are found at Hisarkale in Hiisametli Village,
Stmek and Tekkadin district in Gokburg village. In the tombs at Hisar-
kale®” and Somek™ is a sarcophagus and at Tekkadin is a chamosorion. In
addition to the north of the road between Gokburg and Hangerli Village
and between Sivri Kale in Imaml Village and the Silifke-Magara road to
its west are U-plan tombs cut into the bedrock. All these tombs of the same

plan have a second burial in the form of a chamosorion or sarcophagus
with lid.

Although they share the same type of plan, there are differences in their
upper structures. Based on the ruins, the Yukar Hiiseyinler Tomb must
have had side walls reaching flat to the upper roof which was vaulted
below and had a flat roof at top. However, no examples have survived in
such condition to present day. It is known certainly by the examples in the
region that the walls continue straight up from the beginning level outside,
We think these walls could have reached the upper level. According to the
ruins of a same typed tomb, the outside walls reached the vault arch level
and possibly continued a little on the arch. But in some tombs the side
walls may not have reached the arches’ upper level. For example, a relief
on a sarcophagus at Tekkadin portrays a type of vaulted tomb with a sar-
cophagus in it and has side walls outside reaching on both sides to half of
the arches™. Based on this portrayal such a tomb type could exist in the
region. If so, then our tombs can be viewed in this way. That is, the walls
outside the arch would remain half the height of the arch and the upper
roof of the tomb would consist of a vault,

A Gebel Zaviye the rock-cut tomb has a U plan, flat arch ond o vaulied fagade. At the antae ends
rise Doric unfluted columns and capitals, In addition, at the center of the back wall a pseudo-column
has been carved (Griesheimer 1997, 188, Fig, 27). Since such a fagade is carved on a rock, then
1t can be expected that it was buill as a monument as well, The vaulied entrances can also be seen
in the entrance 1o the hypogeum chamber. Here although the upper vault has been destroved, the
fallen blocks reveal that it was flat wt top (Griesheimer 1997, 188, Fig, 24).

In this tomb is a sarcophagus, and in front is tomb altar with reliefs. The sarcophagus was hewn
out of bedrock and it still remains anached (Tirpan-Sod0t 1998, 174),

Al the ends of the antae are half columns with Corinthian capitals and inside the tomb is 4 sar-
cophagus of local stone (Keil-Wilhelm, 1931, 100-101, Fig. 129),

M Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 32-33, Fig. 48,

57
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Similar tombs can be seen at Olba territorium in Cilicia. However, here
too are some differences. The upper part of the tomb at Eirenopolis (Irnebol)
in Central Cilicia Tracheia is destroyed except for its vault™, Based on the
shape of the side walls on which the vault was placed, it is clear that it rose
straight /flat along its outer wall. However, based on its appearance, it is
not clear how high it reached. But its surviving parts make it certain that
this tomb is one of the different types of examples.

At the Hierapolis Necropolis, the U-plan tombs, which began to be
used at first century A.D?" are flat roofed and have a sarcophagus placed
on top®. As in the Cilician examples the burial place is usually in the sarcoph-
agus and therefore, even if the tomb has a flat roof it must be empty on top.
Because we did not come across any ruins that suggested there could have
been a tomb on top. Only at the Elaiussa Sebaste Necropolis are there
examples with U-plan, interior vaults and with sarcophagus only on top of
the funerary monument®, Since the masonry of such tombs at Hierapolis
has smooth surfaced and finely cut rectangular blocks, there is not much
height. But at the tomb in Elaiussa Sebasta the part above the vault is built
by using mortar. These two examples show similarities in thought yet differ-
ence in application. At Akéren in Plain Cilicia the tombs with front chambers
are believed to have interior vaults and exterior flat roofs. The burial of the
monument is inside and is dated 1o A.D. 170 by an inscription™, Usually
since both types of tombs are known from the region, they are both possib-
le as long as the burial is located inside them. These are common tomb
types in the region.

Since the funerary monument at Kiimbet Beleni has a side and a sur-
viving back wall, its plan and upper covering can be completed. This is
among the tombs with U plan and barrel vault roof, common especially in

B Except for the southemn entrunce 1o the monument, exterior sieps rise 1o the omb middle of the side

walls, See Bean-Mitford 1970, 205, Fig. 178: Scarborough 1991, 320-328, 111, 26-28, Figs. 94-95.
ol Simgek 1997, 28.
For the tomb with sarcophagus placed on top, see Schneider 1972, 107-110, 115, Figs. 3, 5, Fl.
Ba, 11 a-b, 15 a-b, 16 a-b; Ronchetta 1987, 122; Riti 1987, 114; $imgek 1997, 22, Besides these,
the sarcophagi are also placed in a house elevated in the shape of a door (Schocider 1972, PL 8 a;

Rimi 1987, 115). At Aizanoi sarcophagi are placed on top of flat roof baldakhin tombs (Wuolf
1993, 535, 539-540, Figs. 11, 16).

63 Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 223, Pl 57, Fig. 180; Machiaschek 1967, 93-95, PI. 50, Fig. 70,
B4 Mictke 1996, 41, Fig. 14: Mietke 1999.80, Fig. 20,
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Imbriogon Kome and its surroundings. The antae must have been between
the two columns. Presence of a podium and of a burial chamber inside can
be seen 1n the examples from the Olba region®.

Since the burial chamber of the tomb at Cennet-Cehennem is filled, we
do not know its exact plan. Only based on the surface remains certain eval-
uations can be made. According to these, the tomb monument had a U plan
with a chamber that had two columns between the antae and its back cut
into the bedrock. Therefore, the chamber floor is below the ground level.
The room was cut into the bedrock below the ground level, then the front
porch was added. At Akoren tombs with apter and in antis plans are found.
These probably had flat and barrel-vaulted roofs®. Similar tombs with in
antis facade and their floor level cut below the bedrock are found in north
Syria®’. However, the wide entrance, the facade and the chamber of this
tomb are cut into the bedrock. At the entrance of an arched tomb in Deir
Sunbul (Gebel Zawiye) with its floor level cut into the bedrock below it,
an architrave-frieze has been placed on the top side of the entrance so that
the tomb fagade and the two sides are on either sides®. Here a flat roof at
the level of the architrave-frieze formed a facade.

The burial places of the tombs with monumental columns are in the
forms of a sarcophagus or a chamosorion. Typical is the limestone sar-
cophagus seen at Kiimbet Beleni with its form. The carved basin tombs
can be found either within the tomb or are independent. They are found
frequently throughout the region. The striking point in this type is the
widening of the basin form towards the base and that although the mouth
may be small there may be enough space for two bodies to be placed in it.
Especially, in some cases the division of the width at the base by a height
at the center shows that it was used at least for two people.

The altars seen at Yukari Hiiseyinler have different varieties in the
region (Fig. 8). These have not been found in situ near the tombs in the
area. Only according to the ruins, their places have been determined in

65 Machtaschek 1967, P1. 54.
% Mietke 1999, 80, Figs. 21-24.

Bamugqa: Tchalenko 1953, 307-309, P1. 191.3; Griesheimer 1997, 193-195, Fig. 37, Dana-nord:
Griesheimer 1997, 175, 177, Fig. 13, Bsendlaya: Greisheimer 1997, 175, 177, Fig. 14.

%8 Griesheimer 1997, 195, Fig. 38.

N
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some tombs and were identified as tomb altars®®. Their original placement
can be easily determined based on the remains. Some altars, which survi-
ve in situ at the North Necropolis in Hierapolis and others, which are sug-
gested by those at Catidren in Rough Cilicia’, must have been set up
near the tomb. In a different tradition than the examples of the Olba region,
the funerary altars at Patara’t and Iasos’? are placed in the offering site
with a U plan near the tomb.

3.2. Columns

Columns erected near the funerary monuments, carrying the reliefs or
the statues of the heroized dead are common in the Olba region’?. The
erection of a column near the tombs and the presence of examples with
different architectural motifs or depictions on them are not unfamiliar in
funerary architecture’ (Fig.7. Tab. 1). According to known examples, it
clear that origin of the tombs with monumental columns must be east.

The Olba Region is quite rich in examples of monumental columns. All
of these rise directly from the bedrock whereas the Syrian monuments
stand on a base. At Sermada the column erected next to the tomb rises on
a three-stepped lower structure, with a base and crown and flat blocks like
the stylobate. The column rises on the Attic base on these blocks”™. At
Zalamea a more monumental base can be seen. The podium below the
columns is quite high and here too the columns rise on top of an Attic base
following stylobate like blocks’. The high podium here has given an

69 At the Stratonikeia Museum Depot, are inscribed cylindrical funerary altars from the Stratonikeia

Necropolis.

70" N. K. Diler has studied an altar near the Candren Tomb monument and since there were no other

ruins near it, has declared it to belong to the tomb (Diler 2000, 23-24, 111. 1, Pics. 4-5). For funer-
ary altars at the Silitke Museum, see Diler 2002, 67-72.

71 g1k 1991, 42, Fig. 21.

72 Tomasella 1991, 161-163, Figs.54-55, PL 296.

73 Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 28,

74 Boardman-Kurtz 1971, 240-241.

75 Tchalenko 1953, 121-124, P. 44, 62.4, 171.2.

76 The podium here first has a high base, then three pilasters on the narrow and four on the wide

sides, on top of the pilasters is an architrave-frieze and finally an attic terminating in a cornice.
See Hesberg 1992, 161-162, Fig. 101.
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added monumental quality to the monument. The columns in Commagene,
as those in Olba region, are much simpler. The columns at the Karakus
Tumulus are placed directly on the ground’’, whereas those at the Sesénk
Tumulus™ are placed on the bedrock whence they rise on rectangular
blocks a little larger than the column.

The columns which are unfluted, can be a monoblock or comprised of
drums. The columns at Kiimbet, Yukar1 Hiiseyinler, Cennet-Cehennem,
Sakizliklt Harman, Sancidren, Imbriogon Kome and Beyéren are compri-
sed of drums, and at Kiimbet Beleni and Direktas are monoblocks. The
columns have Doric capitals at Kiimbet, Yukar1 Hiiseyinler, Cennet-Cehen-
nem, Sakizlikli Harman and Sancioren, and they have Corinthian capitals
at Imbriogon Kome, Direktag, Beyoren and Kiimbet Beleni. The Doric capi-
tals are carved together with the upper part of the column. The Aemilius
Reginus Monument at Qatura is similarly formed of drums and the upper
drum and the capital is carved in one piece™. In most of the Doric monu-
ments this is a common element. The Corinthian capital at Imbriogon Kome
and Direktas is one piece, at Kiimbet Beleni is of two pieces.

Some of the blocks, placed on top of the capitals have friezes (Tab.1).
They are built in different forms with gradated narrowing from the center
of the capitals continuing to the sides. When viewed from the side; Kiimbet
(Figs. 5-6), Sakizlikli Harman (Figs. 19, 23), Sanciéren (Figs. 25, 27),
Direktas (Figs. 37-38) and Beyoren present a very simple profile; whereas
the profiles are very pleasing at Yukari Hiiseyinler (Figs. 9, 11), Cennet-
Cehennem (Fig. 17), Imbriogon Kome (Fig. 33) and Kiimbet Beleni (Figs.
39, 44). Although both group of these monuments have single columns,
they are arranged better than the examples both at Commagene and at
North Syria. North Syrian monuments, since they are placed on two columns,
continue as an architrave-frieze, whereas in Commagene a straight block
on two columns and only a capital on single columns.

A similar one to the Tiilii monument, the only one of its kind, is found at
the entrance of the Hierotheison of Mithridates I Kallinikos in Arsameia

71" Dérner 1975, Figs. 88 a-b; Dorner 1981, 53-54, Figs. 14-17; Hoepfner 1983, P1. 38B, 39B.
78 Hoepfner 1975, Fig. 73; Domer 1981, 48, Fig. 10; Hoepfner 1983, P1. 39C, 40 A-C.
7 Tchalenko 1953, 189-190, 192, PL. 61, 62.6, 175.2
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am Nymphaios dating from the 1st century B.C®, It is believed that at Arsa-
meia on top of the Doric columns, which comprised of drums, were seated
human figures and squatting or lying animals®!. For Olba examples, they
are regionally very close and in terms of dating early.

Hence, the Olban funerary monuments with single columns can be eval-
uated as a later advance of a local thought influenced by the architecture
of Commagene. Through this influence the artists of the region of Olba
have produced an architectural style unique to the region.

3.3. Reliefs and Seated Statues

The reliefs on the blocks located on top of the capitals were made in a
semi-circular niche at Kiimbet, a rectangular niche at Sanci6ren, and directly
to the face of the block at Sakizlikli Harman. Differences in reliefs besides
their place of depiction can also be seen (Tab. 1). At Kiimbet one man and
one woman (Fig. 5), at Sancidren two men (Fig. 25), at Kiimbet Beleni
three busts (Figs. 44-45) and at Sakizlikli Harman one family (Fig. 19) are
portrayed.

Among the funerary monuments a seated male statue is found at the
ruins of the Cennet-Cehennem monument, and a seated woman statue at
Imbriogon Kome, Tiilii and Sanci6ren. Especially at Sanciéren and Direktas
there are four dowel holes on top of the block placed on the capitals. More-
over, at Sancidren although the lower column has fallen towards east, the
capital and the two pieces of statue have fallen west close to each other,
which show that they were together when the monument was standing.
The proximity in fall of those blocks close together is also striking in column,
capital, and the blocks on top of the capitals. For example, at the Kiimbet
Monument, which collapsed to the west of the Doric capital and the block
on top are close to one another. The same unity and harmony can be seen
in the monuments at Yukar1 Hiiseyinler (Fig. 9), Cennet-Cehennem (Fig. 14),
Sakizlikh Harman (Fig. 18) and Imbriogon Kome (Fig. 33). Therefore, to
find them on ground is not coincidental, but must be connected to how
blocks on top of one another fell in close proximity.

80" Mithridates I Kalllinikos ruled in 100-70 B.C. See Wagner 1983, 211, Fig. 9.
81" Hoepfner 1983, 18-20, 22, Fig. 12.
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The statue at the monument Cennet-Cehennem is located not near the
architectural blocks, but in the tomb remains which were later used as an
animal shed by the villagers®’. Since these funerary remains were located
along an important road that leads from the coast to the interior and since
the statue was whole, the villagers must have been taken it away from the
other blocks for protection and brought it to its present place. But when it
fell, this statue must have been next to the capital and the block above it.
At Sancioren although the statue is broken into two and there are broken
pieces, they can easily be determined. Moreover, they match the other
blocks. Probably other monuments also had a similar statue but they were
destroyed or were taken away. The presence of a relief on the block above
the capital does not prevent it from having a statue since at Sancidren the
presence of both the relief and the statue have been documented.

There is no obstacle from a static angle in placing statues on top of a
column. The plinthos of these statues do not need to be tied by a dowel to
the block underneath because all the funerary sculpture and columns were
made of local limestone, a hard and heavy, Therefore, these funerary monu-
ments and statues on top of them could only be destroyed by earthquake
and man. The best examples for these are the Kiimbet, Kiimbet Beleni and
Beyoren funerary monuments, which were strong recently and were destro-
yed by the treasure hunters®?,

If the seated statues were directly placed on the column, they were attac-
hed together with two dowels. Since the area where the statue is placed is
not very wide it is necessary to attach them using the dowels. The best
example of this can be seen at Tiilii. Although the first drums were attached
to the bedrock with a dowel (Fig. 18), they were later not attached (Fig. 9)
to each other and there existed no need due to this balance. The placement
of a statue on columns seems usual based on the belief and architectural

82 To the south of these ruins, a 1-1.5 m high wall, was built by the villagers. During its construction
architectural pieces from the tomb monument and nearby were re-used again for building blocks
in the wall. Moreover, a thin architectural piece between the upper block and the capital could
not be found here even though all the blocks of the other monuments with columns are complete.
This piece, which was likely to have been used in masonry, could have been taken away for re-use.

83 Based on the information given by the villagers, the Kiimbet Monument’s tomb was still stand-

ing in 1960, that of Kiimbet Beleni and part of Beydren in 1970 but all were later destroyed by
the treasure hunters.
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traditions. Funerary monuments, which employ placing a statue or a gro-
up of statue on an erected column or a monument is not an unknown archi-
tectural tradition in Lycia®*. Similarly, the placement on the tomb of statues
or reliefs of the tomb owner can be seen in the tombs at Paros and Rheneia
Islands, which were influenced by Lycia®. An amphora placed on top of an
erected column at the Pompeii Necropolis carries important meaning since
they are both related to the tomb8. The same idea is at work at the place-
ment of a statuary group on columns at the Sesénk Tumulus in Commage-
ne®’. The reliefs found on the monuments in the Olba region is also placed
on a tall monument but unlike others are not on tombs. Only the thought
is the same only in essence and in both worshipping and heightening exist.

The erection of single or double steles more than 3 m high near the
tomb is seen in the second century A.D. in north Syria®®. The pin part at
the under the stele could be carried or could be fitted into the openings of
the bedrock and the upper part of the steles had reliefs®® A similar stele at
the tomb of Tiberius Claudis Sesandrus at Bsendlaya in northern Syria is
4 m. high and the relief is placed in a rectangular niche on the upper part
of the stele®. In the same region in Sitt er Rum the monument®' near the
hypogeum tomb of Isidotos is comprised of two steles and an architrave-
frieze block placed on top. Except for the steles it is known that in the same
region double columns in different ways were erected near or on top of the
hypogeum tombs. At Qatura in the hyppogeum tomb monument of Ameil-
lius Reginus dating from A.D. 195, which comprises of an arched entrance
and walls on either side on top of which are placed two Doric columns of
unfluted drums with architrave above them®2.

84 Fedak 1990, 42, Fig. 29.

85 Fedak, 1990, 179, Figs. 276-277.
36

Hesberg 1992, 65, 67, Fig. 22. There are examples of funerary steles and columns on which
amphora has been depicted as an urn. See Boardman-Kurtz 1971, Fig. 63; Pfuhl-Mobius 1979,
566-567, No:21, PI. 331.

87 Dorner 1981, 48, Fig. 10.
88 Some of these were carved fine, others rough. See Griesheimer 1997, 195-197, Figs. 39, 41.
89" Griesheimer 1997, 190, Fig. 30.

%0 Will 1949, 288-289, Fig. 11; Griesheimer 1997, 190, Fig. 29.

21" Tchalenko 1953, 198-200, PL. 62.5, 175.1.

“ Will 1949, 287-289, Fig. 10; Tchalenko 1953, 189-190, 192; Pl. 61, 62.6, 175.2; Griesheimer
1997, 186, Fig. 24.
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The practice of erecting single or double columns near tumulus tombs
and of placing individual or groups of statue or relief above them is seen
at Karakug and Sesonk Tumulus tombs dated to the 1st century B.C.93 The
columns erected near the tumulus tombs in Commagene rise on a rectan-
gular block closely resembling the ones in the Olba region. The aim here
was to provide a firm and smooth floor®*. The double columns near the
Sesonk Tumulus and the sculptural group of man and woman seated
between lions® above them support our opinion about the monuments in
Olba. The reliefs and statues” on top of the single columns near Karakus
Tumulus shows that the group statues of the Sesénk Tumulus can occur as
single pieces on single columns. These single columns near the Karakus
Tumulus show closer similarities to those at the Olba region and are nearer.
Of single column, they are built very simply as the examples in Olba and
carry reliefs and various animal statues above them?’.

J. Keil and A. Wilhelm, probably taking the Commagene examples into
consideration, assumed that the dead is heroized at the monument we named
Kiimbet Beleni but has been called Topallarin Cesme®. But they did not
see the examples other than Kiimbet Beleni. Based on the newly found
examples, we can reach that conclusion with certainty and state that a
majority of them have relief and seated statues on top.

Among this group the Tiilii Funerary monument has special significance
because here the statue is placed directly on top of the column. Hence,
its direct relationship with the examples from Commagene is definitely
understood. Although certain differences exist in architectural details
between the Tiilii monument and the others, it supports/proves our view
that the idea in essence is the same and about other tombs. It also shows
that seated statues can be placed directly on top of the column capitals.

93 Wagner 1983, Figs. 7, 10, PL. 51.1-2, 52.1-4. An inscription on the Doric capital of the monu-

mental column near the Karakug tumulus has revealed that it certainly belongs to a tomb. See,
Wagner 1983, 208-209, Fig. 8, P1. 52.3.

The North Syrian examples, on the other hand, are placed on a monumental, high podium.

95 Hoepfner 1975, 44-45, 50, Fig. 73; Dérner 1981, 48, Figs. 10-11; Wagner 1983, 213-214, Fig. 10.
% Dorner 1981, 53-55, Figs. 14-18, PI. 12.

o7 Hoepfner 1975, 40-41, 56, Figs. 38, 41; Dorner 1975, 61, Figs. 88a-b.

%8 Keil-Wilhelm 1931, 28.

94
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Statues can be sometimes seen near funerary monuments without
columns. We know this for certain from some settlements such as Mancuuk
Kale, Sariveliler, Cingileyik and Gabacam. However, monumental columns
appear near none of them and the statue plinthos near the tombs show
clearly where they were placed. In connection with these examples, as 1s
the case in the tombs without columns, some of the seated statues near the
tombs with columns may have been placed there. Yet, although such a type
of statue places were easily determined in other tombs, the fact that none
such remains were seen near any of the tombs with columns leads one to
believe that the statues were placed on top of the columns.

Aside from these, some connections between funerary altars with reliefs
and funerary monuments with columns should be noted. For instance, usu-
ally an altar with bust relief is not seen near this type of monuments. The
ones that are seen are made without a bust relief. Almost all of the many
funerary altars with busts are near funerary monuments. Near tombs with
funerary altar carrying bust relief, no monumental column has so far been
found. The ceremonies about the cult of the dead during the grave visits
were conducted near the tomb at a grave altar, column, and if there was
one, the area where the statues were.

Finally, these tombs were first built at Imbriogon Kome in the Early
Empire when Antiochus IV, the king of Commagene ruled Olba and
Commagene jointly. Hence, these tombs with monumental columns must
have arrived at the region in first years of the reign of Antiochus between
A.D. 38-72 or slightly before. Later starting in the 2" century A.D. adopting
a Corinthian capital it spread around Imbriogon Kome (Beyoren, Kiimbet
Beleni and Direktas). In addition to monumental columns with Corinthian
capitals, in the 2™ and 3" centuries A.D. the same type of columns was
made with Doric capitals as well. The tombs may have been built by either
stonemasons coming from Commagene and North Syria or by local ones
who have worked in those areas. That this type of monument was liked by
the local people is evident in its continuity for a time by different types of
examples. Both all the tombs with monumental columns and all statuary
are made by regional hard limestone.

The building of these tombs in different types, aside from the character-
istic styles of the period is related to the people’s wishes and the tomb-build-
er’s economic power. At the same time the columns reflect the architectural
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tradition of a certain period. Their location near a farm settlement and the
absence of any other tomb nearby show that they were owned by an indi-
vidual who must have been the owner of the farm and the surrounding
land. As in Commagene. at least some of the columns erected carry a statue
or a relief of the heroic dead.

The funerary monument with the column built near the farm settlement
would allow the farm owner to be seen everywhere from the filed. This is
also an arrangement for the cult of dead regarding his loved ones he left
behind and it would be possible to see the tomb from all the surrounding
area. Moreover, it lends to belief that the statue or the relief of the dead
person, by observing his land from high above, is spiritually continuing to
control all his fields.
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