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Olympos Kazisi 2014

Excavations at Olympos 2014

B. Yelda OLCAY UCKAN — Gokcen K. OZTASKIN

Olympos Kazilari 2014 sezonu, bir 6nceki yilin devami
olarak planlandigi gibi kazi, koruma ve onarim, eser
deposu ve veri tabani, olciim ve cevre diizenlemesi
calismalari olarak strdiirilmustir.

Koruma ve onarim calismalari, “Kuzey Nekropol Cad-
desi” olarak adlandirdigimiz alanda gergeklestirilmistir.
Oncelikle, ziyarete acik olan cadde tizerindeki yapilarda
dogal nedenlerle olusan ve can givenligini de tehdit
edebilecek tahribati 6nlemek amaciyla koruma ve ona-
rima yonelik onayli projeleri dogrultusunda calismalara
devam edilmistir. Kazi calismalari ise Episkopeion’da
strdaralmastir.

Episkopeion 128x62 m. olcileriyle kent merkezindeki
en buyutk boyutlu yapi toplulugudur. Olympos Cayi ile
ikiye ayrilan kentin kuzey bolimiinde, dogu-bati aksin-
da yer almakta ve kent plani tzerinde S6-VIII, S6-VII,
S7-VIIl ve S7-VII sektorlerinin sinirlari icerisinde kalmak-
tadir. Kilise, vaftizhane, rolik sapeli, peristyl, triklinium,
piskopos ikametgahi ve cok sayida mekandan olusan
bir kompleks olarak diizenlenmis bu yapi toplulugunun
M.S. 5. yy. sonlarinda insa edildigi ve 7. yy.’a kadar kul-
lanildig1 anlasiimaktadir. insasinda Roma Dénemi tapi-
nagi da komplekse dahil edilmistir (Ciz. 1). 2014 yili kazi
calismalari Episkopeion icerisindeki birimlerden peristy-
Ide gerceklesmistir. Yaklasik 15,70x18,30 olctlerinde
kareye yakin dikdortgen planli bu yapinin batisinda nisli
diizenlenmis bir cesme bulunmaktadir. Cesme ve diger
ic yonde siitunlar ile sinirlanan alanda dikdortgen planh
bir impluvium yer alir (Res. 1). Peristyle giris triklinium-
la ortak kullanilan vestibulumdan ve onun giineyinde
uzanan koridordan saglanmistir. Peristylin su kulti ile
iliskili olarak sifa bulma amaciyla kullanilan dini nitelikli
bir yapi olabilecegi distiniilmektedir. Peristylin dogu ve
gliney portiko zeminlerinde opus tessellatum tekniginde
mozaikler agiga ¢ikarilmistir.

Dogu portikodaki mozaikler, duvar ve stylobat hattinda
sarmaslk dallarindan olusan dis borddir ile sinirlanmistir.
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The 2014 campaign at Olympos encompassed excava-
tions, restoration and conservation, finds storehouse and
database, measurements, and landscaping as planned
beforehand.

Restoration and conservation work was carried out on
the North Necropolis Street. Work continued as per
approved plans, especially on the damage caused by
the natural elements and that threatens personal secu-
rity, as it is open to visitors. Excavations continued at the
Episkopeion.

The Episkopeion measuring 128x62 m. is the largest
building complex of the city. It is located in the
northern half of the city, which is divided into two
by the Olympos River, and lies within Sectors S6-VIII,
S6-VIl, S7-VIIl and S7-VII in the city map. The complex
has numerous rooms with a variety of functions such as
a church, baptistery, relic chapel, peristyle, triclinium,
bishop’s residence and so on. It was built in the late 5th
century A.D. and remained in use until the 7th century.
During its construction a Roman-period temple was
incorporated into it (Dwg. 1). The 2014 excavations
concentrated at the peristyle, which measures
15.70x18.30 m. and has a niched fountain in the west.
The central part, bounding the fountain on the west and
colonnades on its other sides, has an impluvium (Fig. 1).
The peristyle is accessed from the vestibulum, jointly
used with the triclinium and the corridor to its south. The
peristyle is thought to be a structure of religious function
for cult healing related with water. The eastern and
southern porticoes of the peristyle have opus tessellatum
mosaics.

The mosaics in the eastern portico are bordered with a
band of ivy branches along the wall and stylobate. In
the main field are rectangular panels containing human
and animal figures. The first three panels from the north
have dog and rabbit figures, the fourth has a vessel with
a low base, the fifth has a heron, and the sixth one has
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Res. 1 Episkopeion, peristyl Fig. 1 Episkopeion, peristyle
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Res. 2 Episkopeion, peristyl, dogudan bakis
Fig. 2 Episkopeion, peristyle, from the east

Res. 3

Episkopeion, peristyl, bati
Fig. 3

Episkopeion, peristyle, west

Portikonun merkez hattinda dikdértgen panolar icerisin-
de insan ve hayvan figtirlerinden olusan kompozisyonlar
yer alir. Panolardan kuzey yondeki tigtinde kopek ve tav-
san figurleri, dordiinctide alcak kaideli bir kap, besincide
balikcil bir kus, altincida t¢ erkek figtiri bulunur. Pano
lizerinde, dort siitunla taginan tic kemerden olusan arkad
icerisinde tasvir edilmis bu erkekler, uzun kollu tunik ve
yuiksek cizme giyimlidirler. Ortadaki figur, iki elinde bir
tepsi, kuzeydeki (soldaki) yanda tuttugu iki elinde birer
testi glineydeki (sagdaki) sol eliyle gogsiine dayadigi bir
sarap amphorasi tagir. Tim figtrlerin baslarinin yaninda
isim ve unvanlari yazilidir. Olasilikla bu figtrler, perist-
ylin insasina destekte bulunan Olympos’un 6nde gelen
ve/veya varsil vatandaslaridir. Kuzeyden yedinci panoda
bitkisel motiflerle cevrili bir dag kecisi, sekizinci panoda
ise mavi renkli bir pallium giyimli bir kadin figtiri yer
alir. Figlirin basi ve omuzlari gorilir, solunda “Ktisis”
kelimesi okunmaktadir (Res. 2).

Giuney portikodaki mozaikler duvar ve stylobat hat-
tinda zikzaklardan olusan bir bordir ile sinirlanmustir.
Merkezdeki panoda iki erkek figtirti yer alir. Batidaki,
tunik ve yiksek cizme giyimlidir, iki elinde bir tepsi
tasir. Dogudaki, tunik tzerine khlamys ve alcak cizme
giyimlidir. Sol elinde basak demeti, sag elinde orak
tutar. Figtrlerin solunda stitun, saginda bir samdan tas-
viri bulunur. Figtrli panonun dogusunda, yediserli iki
sira halinde yerlestirilmis kare ve daire bicimli on dort,
batida ise dokuzarli iki sira halinde yerlestirilmis rhom-
bus ve daire bicimli on sekiz pano vardir. Bu panolarda
ayna, cicek, digim, sepet, balik pulu, sarmasik yapragi,
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three male figures. These men stand within three arches
supported by four columns and are dressed with long-
sleeved tunics and tall boots. The figure in the middle
holds a tray with both hands; the northern one (on the
left) holds a jug in each hand on both sides; and the
southern one (on the right) carries a wine amphora
against his chest. All these figures have their names
and titles inscribed next to them. Possibly these figures
represent leading and/or wealthy citizens of Olympos
who contributed to the construction of the peristyle.
The seventh panel from the north has a mountain goat
surrounded with vegetal motifs; the eighth panel has a
female figure dressed in a blue pallium. The figure has
survived with her head and shoulders, and the inscrip-
tion reads: Ktisis (Fig. 2).

The mosaics in the southern portico are bordered with
a band of zigzags along the wall and stylobate sides.
The central panel features two male figures; the western
one is dressed with a tunic and tall boots and holds a
tray with both hands. The eastern figure is dressed with
a chlamys over a tunic and short boots; he holds an ear
of wheat in his left hand and a sickle in his right hand.
The figures are flanked with a column on the left and a
candlestick on the right. To the east of the figural central
panel are 14 square and circular panels arranged in two
rows of seven whereas those to the west are 18 rhombic
and circular panels arranged in two rows of nine. These
panels feature various floral, geometric and figural depic-
tions such as a mirror, flower, knots, basket, fish scale,
ivy leaf, kantharos, sandals, fish and rooster (Fig. 3).
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kantharos, sandalet, balik, horoz gibi cesitli geometrik,
bitkisel ve figirli tasvirler bulunur (Res. 3).

Peristyl portikolarindaki mozaik zemin dosemesi olduk-
¢a iyi durumda korunmustur. Bazi kisimlarda har-
cin, dogal etkenler sebebiyle baglayiciligini kaybetmesi
sonucunda tesseralar yerlerinden ¢ikmistir. Bunun yani
sira bitki kokleri nedeniyle yer yer tahribatlar olus-
mustur. Dogu portikoda ise olasilikla impliviumdaki
fiskiyeye su saglayan kanallarin buradan ge¢cmesinden
kaynaklanan ¢okmeler gozlenir.

Zemin dosemesi detayl fotograflanarak belgelenmistir.
Ayrica total station ile isaretlenmis 97 hedef noktasi
okunmustur. Bu sayede elde edilen sayisal ve piksel
temelli veriler bilgisayar ortaminda islenerek dosemenin
orthografik fotografi olusturulmustur. Zemin désemesi-
nin diger mimari unsurlarla olan iliskisinin ve mekan
icerisindeki yerlesim diizeninin dogru belgelenmesi
amaciyla, peristylde ti¢ boyutlu Lazer Tarayici ile 6lctim
calismasi yapilmustir.

Tesseralarin yerlerinden ¢ikmis sekilde tespit edildigi
alanlarda gecici koruma o6nlemi olarak beyaz ¢imento
ile nukleus hatlarinda destekleme ve dolgu yapilmis,
bitki koklerinin ilaclanmasinin ardindan ortaya cikari-
lan tim zemin dosemesi geomembran ile ortiilmustir.
Ortiilerin tizeri elenmis kum ve bayir tasi ile kaplan-
mistir.

Kazida in situ durumda ele gecen siitun kaidesi saye-
sinde vestibulumdan peristyle acilan kapi acikhginin iki
kemerli diizenlendigi anlasilmistir. Kapiyr destekleyen
kuzey payandanin esik tasiyla birlestigi kisimda in situ
durumda ahsap kapi aksami icin kullanilmis bronz
mil bulunmustur. Calismalarda ele gegirilen seramik,
cam ve tas eserlerin tamami Erken Bizans Donemi’ne
tarihlenmektedir. Mimari plastik eserler arasinda en
yogun grubu ha¢ motifli delikli levha parcalari olustu-
rur. Bulunan parcalar daha 6nceki kazi sezonlarinda
peristylde tespit edilen eserlerle ayni niteliklere sahiptir
(Res. 4).
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Res. 4 Episkopeion, delikli levha parcasi
Fig. 4 Episkopeion, openwork panel fragment

The mosaic pavements of the peristyle porticoes have
survived in fairly good condition. At places the tesserae
have loosened as the mortar lost its binding quality
due to the elements; in addition, there is some dam-
age caused by plant roots. In the east portico are some
depressions possibly caused by the water system passing
underneath that supplied water to the fountain.

The flooring was photographed in detail. Furthermore,
97 points were measured using total station; thus
an orthographic image was derived from the digital
and pixelated data. Three-dimensional laser scanning
was conducted at the peristyle in order to document
accurately the relation between the flooring and other
architectural elements and the arrangement within the
peristyle.

Where the tesserae have loosened, white cement was
used to support and fill along the bedding as a temporary
conservation measure; after the use of herbicides the
exposed flooring was covered with geomembrane. Then
sieved sand and small stones were placed on the covers.

The in situ column base uncovered has shown that the
doorway connecting the vestibule with the peristyle
was double-arched. The bronze shaft for the timbered
door wing was uncovered in situ where the northern
pier of the doorway joins the threshold. All the pottery,
glass and stone finds that were uncovered are dated
to the Early Byzantine period. The biggest group of
architectural sculpture is the openwork panel fragments
with cross motifs. Artifacts uncovered from the peristyle
conform to the finds of the previous campaigns (Fig. 4).



