DOI: 10.29135/std.565396
Sanat Tarihi Dergisi, XXVI111/2, Ekim | October, 2019, 313-323. Arastirma | Research

AN UNFAMILIAR EARLY BYZANTINE CERAMIC OBJECT FROM
OLYMPOS: BIRD-FEEDER
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OLYMPOS TAN ERKEN BiZANS DONEMINE AiT BILINMEYEN BiR
SERAMIK ESER: KUS YEMLIGI
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Abstract

The subject of this study is a ceramic bird-feeder has been discovered in Olympos
excavation in the 2017. The bird-feeder has been found in the southeast corner of the
stylobate, which runs from the front of the pronaos to the east during the excavation works
aimed to reveal the cella and pronaos of the temple in 2017. The findspot of the bird
feeder is in the east of the viridarium of the Episcopeion, in an Early Byzantine period
dump between the southeast corner of the stylobate and the north wall of the Room 20
(M20). The clay of the ceramic bird-feeder resembles to the Late Roman D Ware of red slip
ceramics which are mostly considered to be from Cypriot origin. According to the general
chronology of the area and the context data, the bird-feeder from Olympos is belonging to
the 6th century AD.
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Bu caligmanin konusunu olusturan kus yemligi Olympos kazist 2017 sezonunda
tapinagin pronaosunun dniinden doguya dogru devam eden stylobatin giineydogu kdsesinde
bulunmustur. Bu alanda Piskoposluk Sarayi’nin viridarium (i¢ bahge) bolimiiniin
dogusunda, stylobatin giineydogu kosesi ve stylobatin giineyindeki Mekan 20 (M20) olarak
adlandirilan odanin kuzey duvari arasinda Erken Bizans donemine ait bir ¢opliik tespit
edilmistir. Kug yemliginin hamuru kirmizi-kahverengi renkte, mikali ve kire¢ katkilidir.
Hamur iizerinde kirmizi astar kalintilar1 meveuttur. Uzerindeki izler sayesinde hizl1 dénen
carkta bi¢imlendirildigi anlasilmaktadir. Yan yiiziinde bir aletle kesilerek agilmis yarim
daire bigiminde bes adet delik bulunmaktadir. Ust kisminda kisa bir boyun bigiminde
yapilmis agikliktan yem koyulmaktadir. Hamur 6zellikleri bakimindan gogunlukla Kibris’ta
tiretildigi kabul edilen Late Roman D grubu kirmizi astarli seramiklerine benzemektedir.
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Seramikten yapilmis kazi buluntulart arasinda tanimlanmamis bir obje olmasi1 bakimindan
kus yemliginin tanimlanmasi dnemlidir. Kug yemliginin islevinin saptanabilmesi icin Roma
ve Bizans donemi mozaiklerindeki betimlemelerden yararlanilmistir. Olympos’ta bulunan
kus yemliginin alanin genel kronolojisine ve mevcut kontekst verilere gére M.S. 6. yiizyila
ait oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Likya, Bizans, Ge¢ Roma D, Kirmizi Astarli Seramik, Kus Yemligi,

he archaeological excavations in Olympos city have been ongoing since

2006. The bird-feeder examined in this study has been found in the southeast
corner of the stylobate during the excavation works aimed to reveal the cella and pronaos
of the temple in 2017'. According to the obtained data, the temple and the entire temenos
area have been used for new construction activities at the end of the 5 century AD. The
religious buildings such as a church and a baptistery, other buildings used for sheltering
and gathering have been constructed for reorganizing the entire area as Episcopal Palace
(Episcopeion)®. The cella of the temple has been included to the complex of the Episcopal
Palace and used as a separate space. It is determined that the pronaos and its fagade
was intact and in visible condition throughout the 6™ century. The bird feeder has been
discovered in the east of the viridarium (courtyard) of the Episcopal Palace, in an Early
Byzantine period dump between the southeast corner of the stylobate and the north wall
of the Room 20 (M20).

The clay of the bird feeder is red-brown colored (Mun. 2.5YR6/6), micaceous
and has lime particles (Fig. 2). The traces of red slip can be seen on a dense, non-porous
surface. The bird-feeder is 18.6 cm wide and 13.8 cm tall. There are five semi-circular
openings on the side which have been cut by a tool. The elongated upper part that has
diameter of 7.7 cm. and has a ring-shaped opening at the top (Fig. 3, 5). This part has
been used to put in grain or pellet. It is likely that the ring-shaped opening has been used
to be covered with a wooden or ceramic stopper to prevent birds from getting stuck. The
bottom was irregularly shaped on a fast rotating wheel and marks indicate that it has been
separated off from the wheel by a wire or string (Fig. 4).

Another archaeological find which is very similar to the bird-feeder from
Olympos has been discovered during the excavation in Emporio in the south of Khios
(Fig. 6). It has been described as brazier due to its shape and findspot and dated to 7

1 For the excavation in 2017, see Olcay Uckan & Oztaskin, 2018: 82-86.
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Figure 1. The plan of the Episcopal Palace in Olympos (Olympos Excavation archive)
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Figure 2. The ceramic bird-feeder found in Olympos
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