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Figure 1. Lesions involving the patient’s left ear. Figure 2. Appearance of the patient’s face, with a flattened
left nasolabial fold and weakness of the left side of the mouth
and left eyelid.
[Ann Emerg Med. 2016;67:141.]

A male patient aged 61 years presented to the emergency department with headache, left ear pain, and odynophagia. His
physical examination revealed encrusted vesicular lesions and swelling in the left ear (Figure 1). The patient also had a
flattened left nasolabial fold and weakness at the left side of the mouth and left eyelid, suggesting Bell’s palsy (Figure 2).
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 148.
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